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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This Tract is a reprint of one published in 
London, and printed by Joseph Downing, printer 
to the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, A.D. 1727. In the Preface to the original, 
it is said that many of the circumstances and 
sayings which occur in this collection, are taken 
out of letters which were written by the Martyrs 
themselves ; the originals of which are now to 
be found in the library of Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge. Reference is also made, in the 
original tract, to a volume (with a Preface of the 
pious and learned Coverdale), printed by John 
Day, A.D. 1664 ; and to the "Diptychs or Tra- 
gical Registries of the Persecution under the 
reign of Philip and Mary/' 

London, 1852. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



LIVES AND SUFFERINGS, 



THOMAS BILNEY. 

Thomas Bilnbt, called by some the Apostle of 
Cambridge, was converted from the Popish 
superstitions by his reading of the New Testa- 
ment in Latin, translated by Erasmus ; which 
he procured, and was desirous to read, because 
of the great name of Erasmus, for his skill in 
the Latin tongue. 

He had scarce (as he says in one of his letters) 
cast his eye on the book, but he perceived such 
inward comfort, by applying the text to his 
own condition, that his reading began to be 
more pleasant to him than honey or the honey- 
comb. He says, that he then learned that the 
exercises of an austere life, and absolution, &c. 
could not be effectual to a Christian in his war- 
fare, but through a true belief in Christ : that 
if this condition were wanting, his pains and 
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endeavours would be nothing but an hasty and 
swift course in a wrong way ; or might be said 
to resemble the vesture of fig leaves, with which 
our first parents attempted to cover their naked- 
ness ; which yet proved no expedient to remove 
their shame, till by faith they trusted in the 
promise of God, that Christ, the seed of the 
woman, should bruise the serpent's head. 

Increasing thus in zeal and knowledge, he 
had sundiy conflicts with the Papists, wherein 
he was exposed to great temptations and crosses, 
being imprisoned and reviled, and rejected of 
men. 

This he long bore with an immovable con- 
stancy ; and yet at length being overcome by 
the evils he continued to suffer, and apprehend- 
ing still greater, he yielded to the suggestions of 
flesh and blood, and renounced the truth of 
which he had so long been a confessor. 

Hereupon he returned to Cambridge, propos- 
ing to enjoy in quietness that liberty which he 
had so dearly purchased ; and to spend his time 
in meditation and the search of knowledge. 
This seems to have been his prospect by settling 
again in the University. 

But, alas ! he was soon followed by the terrors 
of a guilty conscience : he soon found that peace 
of mind is not to be obtained by falsehood and 
dissimulation : he therefore passed his time 
under an extraordinary disorder and remorse ; 
and thus continued, till one night he came to 
his last resolution, to take up the Cross, ahd 
follow his Saviour, whatever opposition and 
conflicts he might meet with from man. Here- 
upon he took leave of his friends, and told them 
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that he was determined to go to Jerusalem, 
alluding to the saying of our Saviour, " Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem ; and the Son of man 
shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and 
unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him 
to death \" 

He then went to Norfolk, and having preached 
in houses and in the fields, to confirm those he 
had formerly converted, and having confessed 
his weakness, and warned his hearers not to 
trust to their carnal friends in matters of reli- 
gion (for on such he laid the blame of his fall), 
he was apprehended in the city of Norwich, 
whither a writ was sent for his execution. 

The night before he suffered he was observed 
to eat, as at other times, with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, and a composed and quiet mind ; 
whereupon a friend said to him, that he was 
glad to see him take such a hearty refreshment 
at that time, when his sorrowful and painful 
departing was so near at hand. To this he 
made answer, in words of this import, that he 
found himself in the case of a man who dwelt 
in a ruinous house, and yet bestowed cost on 
the repairs as long as he continued his abode in 
it. That his body might be compared to a 
ruinous house, and yet he refreshed it with the 
good creatures God had provided for him. 

Then, sitting in company with his friends, 
and edifying them with godly discourses, some 
observed to him, that though his body was 
going to be exposed to the rage of the flames, 
yet the comfort of God's Spirit would cool it, 

1 Matt. XX. 18. 
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to his everlasting refreshment. The martyr at 
these words put his hand to the flame of the 
candle as it burnt before him, and feeling the 
heat of it, as he had often done before, he said, 
that he felt by experience, and could account 
for it by philosophy, that fire was hot, but that 
he had learned from the "Word of God that 
some, who had put their trust in Him, had felt 
no heat in the flame, nor consumption in the 
fire ; that as for himself, though the stubble of 
his body should be wasted, his soul would be 
purified by it; and he would not regret the 
pain which would be followed by unspeakable 

joys. 

When he was brought to the stake. Dr. 
Warner came to him to bid him farewell, but 
could scarce speak to him for weeping. The 
martyr answered him in Latin, ** Pasce gregem 
tuum, pasce gregem tuum ; ut cum venerit Do- 
minus inveniat te sic facientem \* that is. Feed 
your flock, feed your flock ; that when the Lord 
Cometh he may find you so doing. 

He communed no more with flesh and blood, 
but being surrounded with the flames, and some- 
times holding up his hands, then striking his 
breast with them, sometimes crying "Jesus,'' 
sometimes "Credo'' (I believe), he gave up 
the ghost ; but the wind often blowing the fire 
from him, he suffered extraordinary torture, 
equal to the wishes and malice of his cruel 
idolatrous enemies '. 

^ In the year 1531. 
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RICHARD BAYFIELD. 

RiOHARD Bayfield, who was once a monk of 
St. Edmondsbury in Suffolk, was converted from 
the errors and superstition of Popery by Dr. 
Barnes, who came often to the abbey; with 
whom Mr. Bayfield had so much the more fre- 
quent occasion of conversing, as it was his 
business, whenever he came, to provide him 
with lodgings, Mr. Bayfield being chamberlain 
of the abbey. 

Dr. Barnes, in order to confirm the godly 
arguments which he had made use of to work 
his conversion, presented him with a New Tes- 
tament in Latin, as two other godly persons had 
likewise furnished him with Tindall's Testa- 
ment in English, and the book called "The 
Wicked Mammon ; '* and another, entitled " The 
Obedience of a Christian Man/' 

Having perused and studied these books, he 
soon attained to great knowledge in religion, 
which he hid not in a napkin, but openly as- 
serted and taught in all his conversation. 

The ignorant monks being unable to dispute 
with him, cast him into the abbey prison, where 
they cruelly whipt him, sometimes gagging him, 
and from time to time putting him in the stocks. 

He continued in this barbarous durance for 
the space of three quarters of a year, till at 
length Dr. Barnes found means to procure his 
enlargement, and then took him with him to 
Cambridge, from whence he went secretly to 
London, and then was conveyed beyond sea. 

There Mr. Bayfield spent his time in improv- 
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ing in the knowledge of the Gospel ; and being 
got into Germany, he assisted Mr. Tindall and 
Mr. Frith, to whom he had brought relief out of 
England, in the translation of the Bible ; he 
also contributed his aid to them, by selling their 
works in France and England, and for that 
purpose came to London, where he was at 
length betrayed, and carried to the Coal-house 
prison. 

Here he found a priest, whose name was 
Patmore, under sentence of perpetual imprison- 
ment for being married, whose company proved 
a great consolation to him in his affliction, 
which he the more needed, as many cruelties 
were used to oblige him to recant ; but having 
built his house on a rock, he stood firm to his 
religion and confession of faith ; neither could 
he be prevailed on to discover the persons who 
had bought his books. 

He was thrice put to his trial in the Consis- 
tory of St. Paul's, whether he would abjure ? 
To which he still answered, that he would 
dispute for his faith ; which accordingly he 
performed, to the great confusion of his perse- 
cutors, telling them, with a vehemence answer- 
ing to his godly zeal, that they themselves were 
the heretics, as living so unsuitably to the 
characters of spiritual men ; and not only lead- 
ing evil lives, but in many instances defending 
wickedness ; and also using their endeavours to 
hide the key of knowledge, and to prevent men 
from descrying the paths of true holiness; that 
their belief was not taken from the Gospel, and 
their actions were against the precepts of it. 

His sentence was soon pronounced, for they 
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proceeded against him as in the case of a 
relapse, having some time before compelled him 
to sign a recantation. 

He was then degraded by Dr. Stokesley, 
Bishop of London ', and kneeling in order to it 
upon the highest step of the high altar, the 
fierce popish bishop gave him such a blow on 
the breast with his crosier, that he fell down 
backward, and his head was broken with the fall, 
and he swooned away. 

When he came to himself, and had considered 
what was done to him, he expressed (as he had 
just reason) his utmost disdain of a religion 
whose votaries were so cruel, returning thanks 
to God that he was delivered from their cruel 
church, calling it malignant and anti-Christian. 

He was then led out of the choir to New- 
gate, where spending about an hour in prayer, 
he went with courage and joy to the fire, 
wherein he suffered great torments for half an 
hour, but continued in prayer without moving ; 
trusting, as he had told his persecutors just 
before, that being now a member of the true 
sincere church of Jesus Christ militant here on 
earth, he should be forthwith received into the 
joys of heaven, there to reign with Jesus Christ 
and the Church triumphant for ever. 



JAMES BAINHAM. 

James Bainham, a lawyer, whose father was a 
knight of Gloucestershire, having been virtu- 

» Nov. 27, 1631. 
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ously brought up by his parents, went to the 
Middle Temple to study the law, in which he 
proceeded with diligence and success. He was 
a man of unblameable manners, being charit 
able, just, and religious, spending much of his 
time in reading the Scriptures, and in all his 
conversation and conduct approving himself a 
singular example of an upright and conscien- 
tious liver. 

Having married the widow of one Mr. Simon 
Fish, who had been charged with heresy for 
preferring the word of God to the will-worship 
and inventions of men, he became more sus- 
pected himself of holding the same profession ; 
and being accordingly accused of heresy before 
the then Lord Chancellor, Sir Thomas More, he 
was arrested by a seijeant-at-arms, and carried 
out of the Middle Temple to the Lord Chancel- 
lor's house at Chelsea, where he remained under 
an easy confinement for some time; but his 
lordship finding it impossible to prevail in his 
endeavours to pervert him, cast him into close 
prison in the same place ; then having whipt 
him in his garden, at a tree, called the tree of 
truth, he sent him to the Tower to be racked. 

This was accordingly executed (Sir Thomas 
More being himself present), and the reason 
alleged for it was, because he would not accuse 
the gentlemen of the Temple, who were said to 
be infected with the same pretended errors, or 
discover where his books were kept ; for which 
latter cause his wife was likewise sent to the 
Fleet prison, and their goods were confiscated. 

Having been thus worried with imprison- 
ment, and oppression, and want, and his wife 
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(as has been just now mentioned) being in- 
volved in the same distresses, he was wrought 
upon to sign a recantation. But what quiet- 
ness it procured him, and what was the inward 
reluctance of his heart, at the signing of the 
fatal instrument, he soon made appear : in less 
than a month he went into St. Austin's Church, 
near St. Paul's, with the New Testament in his 
hand, and the book called " The Obedience of 
a Christian Man," written by Mr. Tindall, in 
his bosom ; where, standing up before the 
people, in a pew, he openly declared, with tears, 
that he had denied his God, and prayed the 
people to forgive him, warning them against 
following an example which drew so much evil 
after it. For, said he, if I should not return 
again to the truth, this word of God (meaning 
the New Testament which he held in his hand) 
would damn me, both body and soul, at the day 
of judgment. He added likewise, that from the 
time he had abjured, he had suffered the tor- 
ments of hell, and would not again be exposed 
to the like, even for the short space he had borne 
them, for all the goods of the world. 

Being soon after apprehended, he lay nearly a 
fortnight in the Coal-house prison, in the stocks, 
with irons upon his legs. Then he was carried 
to the Lord Chancellor's, and there chained to 
a post two nights ; afterwards he was sent to the 
Tower, where he was scourged with whips. 

The period of his sufferings being come, he 
was carried to Smithfield, and fastened to a 
stake; where, the fire having half consumed his 
arms and legs, it was said, and the report has 
been received with great reverence, that he 
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called to the papists then present, and spake 
these words to them with an audible voice : 

" Ye look for miracles, and here now ye see 
a miracle ; for in this fire I feel no more pain 
than if I were in a bed of down ; yea, it is to 
me as a bed of roses " and having thus said, 
he sweetly fell asleep in the Lord. 



WILLIAM TINDALL. 

As Mr. "William Tindall bore a great part in 
promoting the Reformation, it is presumed that 
it may not be unacceptable to the godly reader 
to be here informed in the edifying story of this 
learned man, who in these times translated the 
Holy Bible into English; though not having 
suffered in England, the account of this martyr 
will not in strictness fall within the subject of 
the present narrative. 

Mr. Tindall was bred up from a child in the 
University of Oxford, where he improved in the 
knowledge of languages and the liberal arts, 
but more especially applied himself to the study 
of the Scriptures ; upon which he privately read 
lectures to some of the students of Magdalen 
College. 

Being thus entered upon his Christian war- 
fare, he soon met with sundry troubles and 
persecutions, which he resolved to sustain with 
patience; publishing the word of God, and 
defending its true meaning, against the carnal 
interpretation of the papists, and showing the 
necessity of attaining the knowledge of it; 
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which a Popish doctor (once disputing with 
him) so far denied, that he said, " It was better 
to be without God's laws than the Pope's ;" to 
whom Mr. Tindall, being moved with godly zeal, 
made answer, " that he defied the Pope and all 
his laws ; and added, that if God spared him 
life, he would cause a boy that drives the plough 
to know more of the Scriptures than that Popish 
doctor/' 

This promise, in time, he took care to per- 
form, by translating the word of God into 
English, from the Greek and Hebrew ; being 
moved to undertake it upon the following con- 
siderations : 

" That except the Scriptures were so plainly 
laid before the eyes of the laity in their mother 
tongue, that they might see the process, order, 
and meaning of a text, it would be impossible 
to secure the right interpretation of it against 
the carnal glosses of the Church of Rome; 
forasmuch as the Popish doctors would some- 
times darken the right sense of a text with 
arguments of philosophy ; sometimes with 
worldly similitudes, or the seeming reasons of 
natural wisdom ; sometimes with perplexing 
allegories ; so that though a man felt in his 
heart, and was sure that all they had said was 
false ; yet without having the whole Scripture 
laid before him, as it were in one view, 
one could not solve or unfold their subtle 
riddles." 

He first began with the New Testament, 
which he finished in the year of our Lord 1527, 
sojourning at that time in Flanders and Ger- 
many, where he conferred with Luther and 

B 
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other learned men ; soon afterwards he trans- 
lated the five books of Moses, with the assist- 
ance of Mr. Miles Coverdale, who being a man 
of accurate knowledge in the Hebrew, was 
employed in all the other versions of the Bible 
which were made during the reign of King 
Henry VIII. 

When Mr. Tindall had finished the New 
Testament, he added an Epistle to the latter 
end of it ; wherein he desired all learned men 
to compare the translation with the original, 
and to amend what they found amiss. 

This invitation, though it betokened a sincere 
and honest heart in Mr. Tindall, was rejected 
by the Papists with great scorn : they said that 
there were a thousand heresies in the trans- 
lation; that it was not to be corrected, but 
utterly suppressed ; others said that it was im- 
possible to translate the Scriptures ; others said 
that it was contrary to law, and that it would 
make the people heretics, or encourage them to 
take up arms against the King. All which may 
be found in Mr. TindaU's Preface before the 
first book of Moses. 

This leaven wrought upon the mind of the 
King, and soon embittered him against the 
work, and accordingly a proclamation was issued 
against the reading of Tindall's Testament, 
with all his other books, as the " Enchiridion 
Militis Christiani," the original of which was 
written by Erasmus: "The Obedience of a 
Christian/' "The Wicked Mammon,^' "The 
Practice of Prelates,'' &c. 

Mr. Tindall's Bible being thus suppressed, it 
was judged expedient to publish it under the 
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name of Thomas Matthews, and to perfect it 
with certain notes in the margin, as also with 
the translation of the residue of the Apocrypha, 
which had been omitted by Mr. Tindall ; and 
this Bible, through the means of my Lord 
Cromwell and Archbishop Cranmer, was ap- 
proved of by the King; and a line in red 
letters was added to the title, with these words, 
"Set forth with the King's most gracious 
licence." 

Such as called it heresy to make any trans- 
lation at all of the Bible into a vulgar language, 
(which indeed is the general doctrine of the 
Roniish Church) could not but be offended at 
this book ; when, besides the translation of the 
Bible there was a table added to it, of such 
texts as rectified the errors of the Romish 
Church concerning the Lord's Supper, and jus- 
tified the marriage of priests ; and it was here 
also said, that the doctrine of the mass was not 
to be found in the Scripture. It was not there- 
fore long before the sale of this Bible was 
restrained, as well as of the other, notwith- 
standing it had obtained the King's licence. 

The Reformers, under this perplexity, re- 
solved on printing another translation at Paris, 
without comments, or any of the exceptionable 
articles, which before had given offence ; and 
obtained the King's letters to the French King, 
to countenance and license the undertaking. 

This was about the year 1537, when Dr. 
Bonner was the King's ambassador at the 
French court ; to which station he had been 
promoted by the interest of my Lord Cromwell, 
who esteemed him as a person of worth, and a 

b2 
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zealous asserter of the word of Grod ; and in the 
next year procured his nomination to the 
bishopric of Hereford, and within few months 
after to the see of London ; to both the same 
year 1538. 

Bonner appeared so zealous for the printing 
of this book, or rather for his own worldly ad- 
vancement, by recommending himself to my 
Lord Cromwell, that there was scarce a day 
but he invited the printers to dine and sup 
with him : he visited the press, that he might 
himself see the work go forward : he would stay 
with them the greatest part of the day : and 
he himself caused the workmen to print a New 
Testament in English and Latin, of which he 
took a great number, and distributed them 
among his friends. 

The printers proceeded in this work till the 
whole was finished, and two thousand five 
hundred Bibles were printed, under the cor- 
rection of Miles Coverdale. 

But the French on a sudden taking a pretence 
of quarrelling with the printers, the Bibles were 
all seized at Paris, and an order was issued for 
burning them. However, some few of them 
were recovered, which the English taking with 
them to London, reprinted, making seve^ im- 
pressions of them. 

This Bible continued to be read and allowed 
of till the downfall of my Lord Cromwell * ; at 
which season Bonner's afiection for the Gospel, 
and gratitude to Cromwell, ceased both at once, 
for as he was heard to call Cromwell, the next 
day after his disgrace, lewd and vile heretic ; 

* In the year 1540. 
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80 he joined with Gardiner, Bishop of Winches- 
ter, his own sworn enemy, to obtain the prohi- 
bition of this Bible ; against which the chief 
matter of objection was, that though the former 
notes of Thomas Matthews were omitted in it, 
yet there were sundry marks, or hands, with a 
pointed finger, inserted in the margin, to signify 
that there ought to have been notes in those 
places. After this there was no translation of 
the Bible allowed of during King Henry's reign. 

Yet there was an Act which passed in the 
year 1543, by Cranmer's interest, that Bibles 
(not of Tindairs translation) might be received. 
But "no ordinary woman, artificer, apprentice, 
journeyman, serving-man, husbandman, or la- 
bourer, might look in it." Neither did Bishop 
Gardiner seem wholly averse to an undertaking 
of this nature ; but it was even then plain that 
he could be no favourer of the design, for he 
required a condition in the performance of it 
which would have made it almost inefiectual. 

He said that there were many words of such 
majesty in the Latin New Testament, that they 
ought not to be translated, but must stand in 
the English Bible as they were in the Latin, 
and gave in about a hundred of them ; the 
catalogue began with these : — Ecclesia, Poeni- 
tentia, Pontifex' Elementa, Sacramentum, Ado- 
rare, Simulachrum. By keeping of which two 
last words in Latin (Adorare, to worship ; Si- 
mulachrum, an image) it is manifest he could 
have no other intention than to prevent the 
people from discerning the visible opposition 
which lies between the Scriptures and the 
Roman Church in the matter of images. 
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And it might be judged from a transaction of 
the same year, 1543, that Bonner (though he 
had forsaken my Lord Cromwell) might never- 
theless have favoured a translation of the Bible 
wherein the encroachments of Popery are so 
easily descried. At least it appeared from what 
happened this year at Marseilles, that Bonner 
had no great personal respect for the Pope*, 
nor the Pope for him ; for being sent by the 
King with a sharp message to the Pope, who 
was then at Marseilles, he delivered it in such 
railing terms, and with so much fury, that the 
Pope talked of having him thrown into a cal- 
dron of melted lead and burning him alive, 
upon which he made his escape 

Mr. Tindall, not daring to return to his native 
country, continued beyond sea, proposing there 
to enjoy his life and liberty, and to plant the 
word among the English merchants in Flanders, 
by many of whom he was revered as an angel 
or messenger of Grod; yet being elected to 
glorify God by martyrdom, he at length suffered 
that death which he thought to avoid by 
sojourning beyond sea ; (a false man, who 
seemed to have come on purpose from England 
to gather matter of evidence against him, 
having informed the Flemish government of the 
cause of his exile.) 

When the news was brought to England 
that Mr. Tindall was arrested, the government 
forthwith reclaimed him, not so much to rescue 
him from bonds, for those might have been 
prepared for him in England, but because the 

^ Leo de Medicis. 
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Emperor and the King were at that time upon 
captious terms. 

There was at first no great difliculty made to 
the demand of surrendering him ; only the Lord 
of the Castle of Filford, where he was im- 
prisoned, said that the English had lately put 
some of their countrymen to death in Smith- 
field ; to which the messenger answered, they 
were Anabaptists ; and if his Lordship or any 
other noble Lord had written for them, they 
had been surrendered to him. 

But the Popish Judas, who had been sent to 
work his ruin, still pursuing him, and also 
alleging that the messenger, whose name was 
Pointz, was himself an heretic, and had har- 
boured and entertained the prisoner at his 
house at Antwerp ; and that all this stir in 
behalf of the prisoner was owing to him ; Pointz 
was himself apprehended and put to great 
trouble, and kept long in prison, from whence 
at length he made his escape. 

Mr. Tindall was at length condemned and 
brourfit to the stake, in virtue of a decree of 
the Diet of Augsburgh ; and having there 
prayed to the Lord with great fervour and zeal 
for the King of England, that God would open 
his eyes, he received the crown of martyrdom, 
having first, during his imprisonment, converted 
his keeper, and the keeper's daughter, with 
others of his household. 

And all that were conversant with him in 
the castle where he was imprisoned bare this 
testimony to him, that, if he were not a good 
Christian, they could not tell whom to trust, for 
he strictly conformed himself in all his conver- 
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sation to a divine remark he had made, which 
is to be found in one of his letters, that as low- 
liness of heart makes us* acceptable to God, so 
meekness of words engages the affections of 
men. The Emperor's attorney likewise gave 
him this character, that he was homo doctiLS, 
piu8 et bonus, a learned, pious, and good man, 
showing that he looked upon him only as con- 
demned by reprisal ; and that, though he pro- 
moted it, he was grieved at the sentence. 



ANN ASKEW. 

The last of the martyrs of this reign which 
shall be mentioned in the present collection, is 
Mrs. Ann Askew. 

Mrs. Ann Askew, or Aiscough *, a person of 
noble birth and wealthy circumstances, of a 
sharp wit, and great knowledge in the Scrip- 
tures, fell a victim to the bloody Inquisition, 
which was raised against the professors of the 
Gospel in the year 1546, and was one of the 
first that suffered for bearing testimony against 
the absurd doctrine of transubstantiation ; Bil- 
ney, Bayfield, and Bainham, having not been 
tried upon that article. 

She suffered under the reign of a prince who, 
rather in opposition to the Pope than to Popery, 
set up himself as the infallible guide of truth, 
showing no favour to the Protestants, (as it 

• Her husband's name was Kime ; of whom no other men- 
tion is found but that he was unkind to her, and deserted her 
in her afflictions. 
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would seem) upon any other consideration than 
as he knew them to be ready to join with him 
in rejecting the Pope's authority, which, for 
conscience sake, they could not submit to. 

So that, when for the same reason, they could 
not agree to the doctrine of transubstantiation, 
or the use of private masses and auricular con- 
fession, they were adjudged to be burnt by laws 
of the Pope's procurement, though at that time 
not by the Pope's authority ; for the King, by 
his book against Luther, had so far engaged 
himself in a defence of the errors of Popery, 
that it became afterwards highly difficult for a 
man of his inflexible spirit to renounce them. 
And it might not have lessened his inclination 
to adhere to them, that Pope Leo had said that 
it appeared he had been assisted by the Holy 
Ghost in drawing up that book against Luther. 
Though it be probable that had it not been 
for this cause, and his apprehensions of the 
council that was to meet at Trent', and some 
other worldly considerations, he might have 
been induced, in his great learning and wisdom, 
in which no prince of his time excelled him, to 
show greater favour to the Gospel, and so much 
the more, as it is credibly reported that the 
King made this answer when a remonstrance 
was read to him against the Romish religion : 
" If a man should go to pull down an old stone 
wall, and begin at the foundation, the upper part 
thereof might chance to fall on his head.'' 

Now Mrs. Ann Askew being examined upon 
the several articles of transubstantiation, private 

7 The Council of Trent was opened the next year, 1547. 
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masses, and auricular confession, which the 
King required all men to believe on pain of 
death ; and either declining to answer at all, 
or making sharp and ingenious replies, which 
gave her adversaries no advantage over her; 
she was sent by the Lord Mayor of London to 
the Compter, declaring he would not admit her 
to bail. 

In one of her examinations the Bishop's 
Chancellor rebuked her for quoting and deal- 
ing in the Scriptures : for St. Paul ' (he said) 
forbade women to talk, or to speak of the word 
of God. She answered him that she knew St. 
Paul's meaning as well as he ; the words con- 
taining only a prohibition for women to teach 
in the congregation. She then asked him how 
many women he had seen go into the pulpit 
and preach ? He said he never saw any. Then, 
replied she, you ought not to find fault with 
poor women except they transgress the law. 

When she was asked whether it was true that 
she had said that she had rather read five lines 
only in the Bible than hear five whole masses 
in the temple, she confessed that she had said 
no less, though not in dispraise of the Epistles 
or the Gospels (which are contained in the 
mass) but because the Bible did greatly edify 
her, and the other nothing at all (being pro- 
nounced in Latin) ; for, as we find, saith she, in 
1 Cor. xiv. 8, " If the trumpet give an uncer- 
tain sound, who shall prepare himself to the 
battle ? " When she declined to answer Bishop 
Bonner upon this question : — Whether the 
Scriptures do say that the bread in the Sacra- 

• 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 
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ment is the body of Christ? repeating often 
that she believed as the Scriptures taught her, 
he asked her why she returned her answers 
in such few words ? To this she said, that a 
" woman of few words is a gift of God " taking 
her answer from Ecclus. xxvi 14. 

In her last examination, the Lord Chancellor 

Wriothesly asked her opinion concerning the 

Sacrament of the altar; and the Bishop of 

Winchester, Dr. Gardiner, not being satisfied 

with her answer, and requiring her to speak 

more directly to the point, she replied, she 

would not sing a new song to the Lord in a 

strange land. The Bishop said she spake in 

paiubL She answered it was best for him, 

for if she showed the open truth he would not 

xcept it. When the Lord Lisle, and Lord 

iJssex, required her to confess the Sacrament to 

e flesh, blood, and bone, she said to my Lord 

isle and Lord Parr (who was likewise present) 

lat it was a great shame for them to counsel 

ntrary to their own knowledge. To which 

ey answered, they would gladly all things 

re well. Winchester said that he would 

ak with her familiarly. So, said she, did 

las when he betrayed the Lord. Then he 

[red to speak with her alone, but that she 

sed. He asked why ? " Because,'' said she, 

the mouth of two or three witnesses every 

ier should be heard, after the doctrine of 

st and the Apostles," Matt, xviii. ; 2 Cor. 

The Liord Chancellor examined her again 

y tlie Sacrament. She asked him now 

V long" lie would halt between both V He 

ie would fain know where she found that. 
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She said in the Scripture, 1 Kings xviii. 21. 
With that he went out of the court, and the 
Bishop told her that she should be burnt. She 
answered that she had searched all the Scrip- 
tures, yet could not find that Christ or his 
Apostles had put any to death. 

She was afterwards put to the rack, in order 
to oblige her to confess from whom she had 
received relief whilst in prison ; and because she 
lay still and did not cry, my Lord Chancellor 
and one Mr. Rich, took the pains to rack her 
with^ their own hands till she was nigh dead 
(having first asked her if she was with child ? 
To which she answered, that they need not 
spare her for that), which punishment the 
Chancellor inflicted upon her himself, because 
he thought that Sir Anthony Knevet, Lieute- 
nant of the Tower, had been too gentle to her 
when she was racked before. And it is pro- 
bable that they were the more earnest to find 
out such persons as gave her comfort and suc- 
cour, because the King was desirous to know 
who these persons were' : which being told Ann 
Askew in this manner, viz. : That the King was 
informed that she could name a great many of 
her sect if she would, she answered that the 
King was as well deceived in that behalf, as 
dissembled with in other matters. When the 
Lieutenant caused her to be loosed from the 
rack she fell into a swoon, then recovering her- 
self she sat on the bare ground for two hours, 

* It was supposed that Queen Katherine Parr gave her 
countenance. (Gardiner afterwards accused the Queen of it 
to the King.) She had likewise a friendship with the Lady 
Hartford, and others of the court ladies. 
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reasoning with the Lord Chancellor, and defend- 
ing her righteous cause. 

The day of her execution being at length 

come, she was carried into Smithfield in a chair, 

having been lamed in her feet by the torments 

she had suffered in the Tower. When all things 

were prepared for the fire, Dr. Shaxton preached 

the sermon, who when he spoke right Ann 

Askew took notice of it, and told the people he 

said well ; when he said amiss, there, said she, 

he misseth, and speaketh without book. Then 

mj Lord Chancellor, who was present, sent her 

letters of pardon from the King if she would 

recant ; but she refused to look upon them, and 

said that she came not thither to deny her 

Lord and Master. Whereupon the Lord Mayor 

jiying out, " Let justice be done," and the fire 

)eing kindled, she was soon encompassed in 

he flames, where she gave up this mortal life ', 

receive a crown of blessed immortality. For 

ie looked to herself, that she might not 

•so the things which she had wrought; but 

lat by abiding in the doctrine of Christ she 

ight receive her full reward '. 
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-. John Rogers, Vicar of St. Sepulchre's in 
idon, was the first that suffered martyrdom 
the reign of Queen Mary ; he was educated 
[Cambridge, and afterwards chosen chaplain, 

3 In the year 1546. 

^ Advice of the elder to the elect lady, 2 John. 
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to the Merchant Adventurers at Antwerp in 
Brabant. During his stay there he became 
acquainted with William Tindall and Miles 
Coverdale, by whose conversation he attained to 
the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and then 
he joined himself with them in translating the 
Holy Bible into English. 

Hearing that King Edward VI. had abolished 
the superstitions and idolatry of Rome *, he re- 
turned into England, and preached in London, 
where he soon became acquainted with Dr. 
Ridley, then Bishop of that see, who made him 
prebendary of St. Paul's ; he was also appointed 
Divinity Lecturer of that church, by the Dean 
and Chapter. 

These stations, with his uncommon abilities, 
gave him several opportunities of exerting his 
zeal, not only for the Protestant religion in 
opposition to Popery, but likewise for rectifying 
the dissolute manners of the court, where it 
soon appeared that the truth of a religion does 
not always evidence itself by the justice and 
integrity of the professors of it. He beheld 
with sorrow the sacrilegious havoc which was 
made of the Church estates, which might have 
been so much better applied to the erecting of 
schools and hospitals — a charity which in many 
instances has been laudably supplied by the 
piety of the succeeding times, and particularly 
of the present, — and accordingly, at St. Paul's 
Cross, he openly preached against and severely 
rebuked the covetousness of the then favour- 
ites, for which he was called to answer before 

* In the year 1547. 
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the council, together with other godly zealous 
men, who had in like manner given their tes- 
timony against these practices. At which time 
it is remarkable that my Lord Northumberland, 
a Papist, dissembled his religion, and pretended 
affection to the Gospel, chiefly that he might 
aggrandize himself and family on the ruins of 
his own Church. 

Considering the troubles that Mr. Rogers 
was exposed to, even under the government of 
King Edward, it may be said of him, that as 
he obtained a glorious name in the martyrology 
Df the succeeding reign, so he was no less dis- 
;inguished by the character of a confessor in 
he present, and that not only for his preaching 
against the misappropriation of the Church 
states, but for boldly accusing the court of 
heir other vices, charging them with neglect- 
ig to live after the precepts of the Gospel, and 
ith the little care they took in reforming the 
yCy by showing any example themselves of 
ue godliness and religion '. 
The pious young King having ended this 
•e' after a very short reign, and being suc- 
eded by a Romish princess, Mr. Rogers 
iged it necessary to begin early with exhort- 
^ the people to beware of the enticements 
Popery, and to stand fast to the truth, giving 
jm notice of the impending storm, and the 
sent danger that threatened them. This he 
in a sermon pronounced at St. Paul's Cross, 
3re, as has been already mentioned, this 

Knox^ Lever, Ridley, Latimer, and Bradford, had done 

ame. 

n the year 1553. 
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preacher of righteousness lifted up his voice in 
the preceding reign. 

The report of it being carried to court he 
was summoned to appear before the council, but 
for the present no evil ensued to him upon it ; 
for, answering as a wise and discreet man, he 
obtained his release ; yet in the same year all 
preachers having been inhibited to interpret 
or hold discourses in the pulpit on the word of 
God, except they first took out licences from 
the Lord Chancellor for so doing, he was sent a 
prisoner to Newgate, for continuing to preach 
without having obtained such licence. Not but 
that he, with others, judged that the inhibition 
ought to have been submitted to, for the sake 
of public peace and order, if it had only affected 
some particular persons ; but, as the case stood, 
they did not think themselves obliged to pay 
obedience to it, because the whole company of 
the reformed preachers were by this means 
silenced ; and it appeared that this was done 
with no other view than that others might have 
an opportunity to seduce and deceive the re- 
formed congregations, and alienate their hearts 
from the love of the Gospel. 

He was at first indeed confined to his own 
house, from whence, if he had thought fit, he 
might have made his escape : and there were 
sundry motives which might have induced him 
to take that course, as a view of the desperate 
condition of the Gospel at that time in England; 
the acquaintance he had made in Germany, for 
he had formerly been pastor of a German Church 
at Wirtemberg ; his having a wife and many 
small children wholly unprovided for. But he 
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sought for a better country, that is, an heavenly ; 

resigning up the dearest pledges of life to 

testify his earnest desire of that country, and 

to make his sufferings precious in the sight of 

God. 
After along confinement he was often brought 

before Dr. Gardiner, Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land and Bishop of Winchester, and others in 
commission with him. My Lord Chancellor 
asked him whether he would unite himself to 
the Catholic Church, and acknowledge the Pope 
to be head of it ; the chief accusation against 
him being that he refused to own the Pope's 
supremacy, which both Houses of Parliament 
lad unanimously submitted to. 

To this charge Mr. Rogers learnedly answered 
rom Scripture, showing that he could not with 

safe conscience unite himself to the Church 
f Rome, or acknowledge the Pope's jurisdic- 
on ; alleging upon this head, that they them- 
jlves in the reign of King Henry VIII. had 
l;terly rejected the Pope's authority, by preach- 
g and writing books against it. 
Upon this they promised him the Queen's 
3rcy as a motive to induce him to return to 
>pery, to which he answered by desiring he 
ght be allowed to explain himself and make 
i defence in writing; but this was rejected; 
i to colour the refusal the Lord Chancellor, 
3sting the words of St. Paul ', alleged that 
might not dispute with an heretic, but rather 
hew him after the first and second admo- 
on, knowing that he that is such is sub- 
bed, and condemned of himself. To which 

* Titus iii. 10. 
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Mr. Rogers repKed by disowning that he was 
an heretic, and challenging them to make it 
appear from the text, but in case they did, 
offering to acquiesce in the canon. But they 
had nothing to do with such proofs: their ar- 
guments were power and violence, supported by 
a fierce inhuman zeal, by the authority and 
decretals of sinful, profligate, carnal men ; by 
the adversaries of truth and justice. And so 
he was condemned upon these two articles ; 
for affirming the Roman Catholic Church to 
be the Church of Antichrist, and disowning 
the real presence ; and then sent to Newgate 
in order to his execution, where he was not 
cast down, but showed an absolute reliance 
on the will of God, being thoroughly per- 
suaded that Grod would bow down an ear 
to the supplication of his saints, and within 
a short time re-establish his Church in peace 
and comfort ; of which he gave assurance 
to one of his fellow-prisoners, as if he had re- 
ceived it by revelation, telling him that he 
should live to see the religion of the Pope 
within these realms utterly abolished, and the 
Gospel freely preached again. So that, when 
his pardon was offered him he absolutely re- 
jected it, being fiilly purposed that neither 
principalities nor powers should separate him 
from the love of Christ. And to evidence the 
more whose disciple he was, he prayed at the 
stake for his enemies. 

It was owing to the same dependence on the 
mercy and providence of God, that he looked 
upon his wife and eleven children as he was led 
towards Smithfield, the place of execution, 
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Without appearing to be moved, feeling inward 
presages that He, for the love of whom he died, 
would not forsake his family, or suffer his inno- 
cent seed to beg their bread ; then bathing (as 
it were) his hands in the flames, he soon ex- 
pired with these words, "Lord, receive my spirit," 
Feb. 4, 1555. At which time, which was some 
few weeks after the nation had been reconciled 
to the Pope, the Queen breathed out nothing 
but blood and slaughter against her poor af- 
flicted Protestant subjects. Whereas before the 
reconciliation, though many were imprisoned 
and proscribed, and deprived, yet none suffered 
ieath for religion. 
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Tb. Laurence Saunders was brought up at 
ton College, from whence he went into King's 
ollege in Cambridge, where he continued as 
holar of the house three years. 
Shortly after he was bound apprentice to Sir 
illiam Chester, a merchant, with whom he did 
t continue long. For being observed to 
)urn in his secret devotions, and to be en- 
ely addicted to his studies and spiritual con» 
aplation, it was judged that he had no liking 
the occupation in which he was placed ; and 
thus appearing, his worthy master gave up 
indentures, whereupon he returned to Cam- 
Ige to his studies, and continued there till 
was Master of Arts. 

n the beginning of the reign of King Ed- 
d^ having obtained a licence to preachy he 

c2 
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acquitted himself so well that he was appointed 
Divinity Lecturer in the College of Fotheringaj 
in Northamptonshire ; where he adorned his 
character and edified his flock by his exem- 
plary life and soundness of doctrine, by his 
vigilance in instructing the ignorant in the true 
knowledge of God, and an undaunted zeal in 
opposing and silencing the adversary ; whom he 
was the better qualified to contend with by 
reason of his great skill in the Greek, to which 
he also joined the study of the Hebrew, search- 
ing through these keys of Divine knowledge 
the true sense of the word of God, which he 
solely delighted in, and made the only business 
of his life. 

The College of Fotheringay being dissolved, 
he was some time after presented to the parish 
of Church-Langton in Leicestershire, where he 
always resided, teaching diligently, and keeping 
a liberal house, from whence he was orderly 
called to take the benefice of All-hallows, 
Bread-street, in London. Yet he did not resign 
the parish of Church-Langton, lest it should fall 
into the hands of a Papist. 

As he was going towards London to visit his 
flock at All-hallows, a privy councillor overtook 
him, and asked him whither he went? He 
answered, To his cure in London, to instruct the 
people, according to his duty. The privy coun- 
cillor advised him not to preach there, or at all 
to come at them. To this Mr. Saunders replied, 
" How, sir, shall I be then discharged before 
God, if any be sick and desire consolation, or 
want good counsel, or need instruction, or fall 
into error, or be seduced by false doctrine ?'' 
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"Did not you preach/' said the privy council- 
lor, "in Bread-street on such a day V "I did 
so/' replied Mr. Saunders, " that is my cure ; and 
to-morrow, if you please, you may hear me again 
at the same place, where I will confirm, by the 
authority of God's word, the doctrine I then 
taught, and whatsoever before that time I 
preached." " I would," said the privy council- 
lor, "advise you to forbear it*" "If you can," 
replied Mr. Saunders, " forbid me by any lawful 
authority to cease, then I must obey it." "Nay," 
replied the other, " I do not forbid you ; I only 
advise you to it for your own safety." 

This advice which was given him by the 
)rivy councillor did indeed seem to proceed 
rom some concern for his safety ; but this con- 
ideration could have but little weight with a 
lan who was so united to Christ, and so cru- 
fied to the world, that nothing seemed to him 
fe or eligible but that very cross which he 
IS advised to decline ; and therefore the next 
J, which was Sunday, in the forenoon, he 
aached a sermon in his parish on the words 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3, " I have espoused 
1 to one husband, that I may present you as 
ihaste virgin of Christ. But I fear, lest by 
^ means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
subtiltj, so your minds should be corrupted 
1 the simplicity that is in Christ." 
rom which words he recited the sum of the 
Christian doctrine, by which he had es- 
ed them to Christ, to receive of Him free 
fication through faith in his blood. 
le Popish doctrine he compared to the 
nt's beguiling; and lest they should be 
ved by it, he showed them the manifest 
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and clear difference between the service of the 
Church, set forth by King Edward, in the Eng- 
lish tongue, and the Popish service in Latin. 
The first, he said, was good, and agreeable to the 
word of Grod, 1 Cor. xiv., and conformable to the 
primitive Church. The other, he said, was evil ; 
and though it had some good Latin words in it, 
yet it was like a little honey mixed with a great 
deal of poison, to make them drink it all up. 

This was the sum of his sermon, but coming 
in the afternoon to preach again, he was seized 
by an officer of the Bishop of London, and 
carried before him, where the privy councillor 
above mentioned stayed to accuse him of trea- 
son in violating the Queen^s proclamation. The 
Bishop and his chaplains likewise accused him 
of preaching heretical doctrines in his sermon, 
as also for labouring to stir up the people to 
sedition; and the Bishop, after laying many 
such grievous things to his charge, turned him 
over to the Bishop of Winchester, who, after 
some time, examining him, asked him how it 
happened, that, notwithstanding the Queen's 
proclamation to the contrary, he had undertaken 
to preach ? 

Mr. Saunders denied not that he had preached, 
but sSiid that, forasmuch as he saw perilous 
times now at hand, he did but (according as he 
was admonished and warned by Ezekiel the 
prophet) exhort his flock and parishioners, to 
persevere and stand stedfastly in the doctrine 
which they had learned ; saying also, that he 
was moved and excited thereunto by that place 
of the Scripture wherein the Apostles justify 
themselves by obeying God rather than man : 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
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hearken unto you more than unto God, judge 
ye V' and that by preaching he had discharged 
his conscience. 

"A goodly conscience surely/' said the Bishop. 
"According to this your conscience, or opinion 
of things, you look upon the Queen as a bastard, 
or mis-begotten.'' 

Mr. Saunders answered, " We do not say that 
the Queen is base, or mis-begotten, or in any 
wise countenance such notions ; but as for this 
charge, let such take care whose writings are 
yet in being, to the great reproach and shame 
of the authors," meaning the Bishop himself, 
who had before (to obtain the favour of Heniy 
VIII) written and published in print a book 
mtitled, " True Obedience," wherein he had 
>penly declared Queen Mary to be a bastard. 

At this the Bishop being displeased, ordered 
im to be carried to prison, where being brought 
nd having been detained a long time, he 
?arnedly answered and cleared himself, in 
tters addressed to the Bishop, of all that was 
ijustly laid to his charge. But as to his reli- 
on, he still persisted boldly to bear testimony 
it, declaring a firm and unshaken reliance 
the truth of it, and saying with St. Paul, 
3ts xxiv. 14, "This I confess, that after the 
y which they call heresy, so worship I the 
d of my fathers, believing all things which 
> written in the law and the prophets, and 
TQ hope towards God." 
Vhen some of his friends interceded for him, 
[ had almost obtained his liberty, he was so 
►Ived to glorify God by his death, that he 
.railed on them to desist from their suit ; 

• Acts iv. 19. 
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complaining of their want of friendship who 
would so sorely hinder him from running the 
race which was set before him ; forbidding his 
wife to exhibit any petition for his release, 
charging her to thank a certain person who had 
exhorted him to prepare for his journey, as 
a most sweet and comfortable remembrancer; 
bewailing that he had few such friends, and 
saying that this was the greatest friendship. 

He also wrote a pious letter to Archbishop 
Cranmer, Bishop Ridley, and Bishop Latimer, 
his fellow-sufferers in bonds for the testimony 
of Jesus ; in which, after putting them in mind 
that they were as a tower upon a hill, a candle 
on a candlestick, a spectacle both to angels and 
men, he comforteth them in these words of the 
Scriptures, " I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken ; we also believe,'' saith he, " and there- 
fore speak ' \' adding, " If we be dead with 
Christ, we shall also live with him : if we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him : if we deny him, 
he also will deny us '/' 

The Lord Chancellor threatening him with 
death if he would not recant, he answered, 
" Welcome be it to me whatsoever is the will of 
God : if it be his pleasure that I should live, 
then I make choice of life ; if death be my lot, 
I have learned to die/' 

Whereupon, being excommunicated and deli- 
vered to the secular magistrate, he was in prison 
degraded of his priest's orders by Bishop Bon- 
ner, and then sent under a guard to Coventry, 
in order to his martyrdom. 

When he was on his way to St. Alban's, one 
Mr. Grimoald came to visit him. Mr. Saun- 

' 2 Cor. iv. 13. » 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
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s knowing tliis Grimoald to be but a luke- 
rm Christian, took a cup in his hand and 
aanded if he would pledge him of the cup 

would begin to him ; whereat Grimoald, 
uggin^ up his shoulders, said, " Yes, yes, of 
t cup in your hand, but not of the other you 
an." " Well,'' said Mr. Saunders, " my dear 
•d Jesus Christ hath begun to me of a more 
ier cup than mine is likely to be ; and shall 

I cheerfully pledge my dear Saviour ? No 
ibt but I will, let others do as they please." 
Vhen he came to Coventry he was put into 

common gaol, where he preached to and 
;ructed the prisoners. The next day, when 
«vas brought into the park without the city, 
fell flat on his face and prayed, then rising 
he fell again on his knees and prayed, 
a embracing the stake he said, ^'Welcome 
IS of Christ, welcome everlasting life." And 
being fastened to the stake, and the fire 
iled, he cheerfully resigned up his soul to 

heavenly Redeemer ' ; longing to be dis- 
ed and to be with Christ, whose Church, as 
lad edified by the truth of his doctrine and 
holy life, so he now propagated it by his 
•d, though "fools accounted his life mad- 
j, and his end to be without honour \" 
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John Hooper was a student and graduate 
he University of Oxford, where he applied 
self to a diligent search of the Holy Scrip- 
s, joined with earnest prayers that God 

» Feb. 8, 1566. ^ Wisd. v, 4. 
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would enlighten his understanding, and guide 
him in the right way. 

On the publication of the six bloody articles', 
he was soon compelled by persecution to leave 
the University, and afterwards the kingdom ; 
and as he was flying from city to city he came 
at length to Zurich in Switzerland, where he 
married a Burgundian woman, and sojourned a 
considerable time, applying himself to the study 
of the Hebrew. 

When King Edward succeeded to the Crown, 
it pleased God in his mercy to give peace to his 
Church. Hereupon Mr. Hooper forthwith re- 
solved to return into England to forward the 
work of the Lord ; but at his taking leave of 
Mr. Bullinger, a renowned Protestant divine of 
the city of Zurich, who had treated him during 
his abode in that place with singular affection 
and humanity, he prophesied, as it were, his 
future sufferings, and what kind of death he 
should die, telling Mr. Bullinger that he should 
live to hear of his being burned to ashes, though 
about that time there was no appearance of the 
change that afterwards happened. 

As his sole view in returning to his native 
country was to give a helping hand towards 
establishing the Gospel, he applied to his voca- 

' In the year 1539. By these articles, 1. the doctrine of 
transubstantiation was established by law ; 2. the communion 
in both kinds excluded ; 3. the marriage of priests forbidden ; 
4. TOWS of celibacy declared obligatory ; 6. private masses for 
souls in purgatory upheld ; and, 6. auricular confession pro- 
nounced expedient, and necessary to be retained. The penal- 
ties annexed to the breach of these decrees, were, for the first, 
to be burnt as a heretic ; for the others, to be hanged as a felun ; 
and, in all cases, to forfeit lands and goods to the king, as a 
traitor. 
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n in the city of London with great diligence, 
)ouring indefatigably in the vineyard of the 
rd, preaching constantly, most times twice a 
y, at least once a day, and never failing ; and 
3 people resorted daily in great companies to 
ar his voice, as it were the sweet sound of 
Jody, though in his sermons he sharply cor- 
;ted and inveighed against sin and the 
quity of the world ; but the purity of his 
Lnners, and pregnancy of his wit, gave an 
Bsistible authority and force to his divine 
courses. 

Ee was soon made Bishop of Gloucester*, and 
5n of Worcester, holding both bishoprics at 
;e, through a particular incident of the times; 
!; entertaining some scruples with regard to 
I apparel and ceremonies which were used in 
►se times at the consecration of bishops, he 
nbly applied to the king to dispense with 
using of those rites and vestments, of which, 
the tenderness of his conscience, he had con- 
ired a dislike. 

lis petition was immediately granted; and 
J Majesty sent a letter to the Archbishop of 
iterbury, and other bishops, for the dispensa- 
1 of John Hooper, elected bishop of Glouces- 
above mentioned; declaring, that by the ad- 
3 of his Council he had promoted him to that 
lopric, being a person of discretion, ready 
3rance, and good life ; of great knowledge, 
p judgment, and long study, both in the 
iptures and other learning, 
^he bishops, notwithstanding, stood earnestly 
he defence of the ceremonies, alleging, that 
fault was in the abuse of the things, and 

^ In the year 1650. 
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not in the things themselves ; and, refusing to 
comply with the order, expressed themselves 
with some warmth against the bishop elect, 
who at length submitted to his godly brethren ; 
yet upon this condition, that he should only 
at some times appear in the pulpit in his epis- 
copal vestments. 

The discord which arose upon this matter 
was not altogether allayed till the persecution 
of the succeeding reign, when Bishop Ridley 
and Bishop Hooper being both of them in 
bonds for the sake of the Gospel, the former 
wrote a letter to Bishop Hooper, in which he 
explains himself upon these matters as follows. 

" My dearly beloved brother and fellow-elder, 
whom I reverence in the Lord, pardon me, I 
beseech you, that, since your captivity and 
mine, I have not saluted you by my letters ; 
whereas I do indeed confess, that I have re- 
ceived from you (such was your gentleness) two 
letters at different times, but yet at such times 
as I could not be suffered to write unto you 
again ; or, if I might, yet was I in doubt how 
my letters might safely come unto your hands. 
Howsoever, in times past, in certain by -matters 
and circumstances of religion, your wisdom and 
my simplicity (I grant) have a little jarred, 
each of us following the abundance of his own 
sense and judgment ; now, I say, be you as- 
sured, that, even with my whole heart (God is 
my witness) in the bowels of Christ, I love you 
in the truth, which abideth in us, and, as I am 
persuaded, shall, by the grace of God, abide in 
us for evermore." 

But to return to Bishop Hooper. He go- 
verned his bishoprics both at once, as it were 
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one family, going about incessantly to the towns 
and villages of his jurisdiction, to preach and 
instruct his people. 

The time that he had to spare from preach- 
ing he spent, either in visiting schools, or hearing 
public causes, or in private study and prayer. 

His palace appeared as if it were a church 
or temple. There was not any corner of it 
without some savour of virtue, or worthy ex- 
ample ; his domestics being continually occu- 
pied in reading the Scriptures, or some good 
conversation. 

His custom was to relieve a certain number 
of poor people every day with a dinner, whom 
either himself or deputies examined about the 
Lord's Prayer, the Articles of their faith, and 
the Ten Commandments ; then he sat down to 
dinner, and not before. 

The first question he was asked, when brought 
before the Commissioners to be examined*, was, 
whether he was married? To which he an- 
swered, " Yes, my lords; and will not be unmar- 
ried till death unmarry me/' Upon which Bishop 
Tonstall, and Smith, one of the clerks of the 
Council, called him "beasf And the Bishop of 
Winchester said, that all men might live chaste 
(or without marriage) if they would ; quoting 
the text. Matt. xix. 12, that some had "made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven." 
Bishop Hooper, in answer to this, read the pre- 
ceding verse, " All men cannot receive this say- 
ing, save they to whom it is given \* adding, 
that it likewise appeared by the old Canons, 
called the "Decrees/' that marriage was not 
forbidden to priests. Whereupon, to confute 

« August, 1553. 
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him, Winchester sent for the "Clementines;" 
but Hooper said that was not the book he named. 

Here Judge Morgan railed at him for the 
severity of his discipline at Gloucester, and 
said, there was never such a tyrant ; a charge 
which, with hatred and ill-will, is always the 
portion of the active and godly magistrate. 
From which the bishop was so far from expect- 
ing to be exempted, that he declared it to be a 
foUy for any man, professing Christ truly, or 
truly acquitting himself of the duties of a Chris- 
tian, to look for the love of the world. 

He was afterwards asked, whether he be- 
lieved the corporal presence, and what autho- 
rity moved him not to believe it ? To which 
latter part of the question he made this answer: 
" Quem oportet coelum suscipere usque ad tem- 
pus restaurationis omnium,'' "Whomtheheavens 
must receive, until the times of the restitution 
of all things* ;" meaning, that if Christ were to 
abide in heaven till the restoring of all things, 
then could He not be corporally present at the 
altar. 

As he was going to the Compter prison, and 
perceiving that Mr. Rogers was led after him, 
he turned about, and said to this effect: " Come, 
brother Rogers, must we two take this matter 
first in hand, and are we to be the first sacrifice?' 
" Yes," answered Mr. Rogers, " by Grod's grace." 
" Then doubt not," said the bishop, " but God 
will give us strength to undergo the trial." 

The sheriff then asked him how he came to 
answer so warmly and hastily to the Bishop of 
Winchester ? " Sir," said he, " I was not at all 

• Acts ill. 21. 
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impatient ; I was only earnest in my Master's 



cause." 



When it was told him that he was to suffer 
at Gloucester, he lift up his eyes and hands, 
and said, that he praised God, that it seemed 
meet to Him to send him to suffer among that 
people ; since, by being witnesses of his martyr- 
dom, they would be confirmed in the truths he 
had taught them ; and that he did not doubt 
but the Lord would give him strength to sup- 
port his sufferings to his glory. 

When he was brought to his lodgings at 
Gloucester, after taking some repose, he con- 
tinued in prayer till the morning. Then he 
desired to go into the next chamber (for the 
guard were also in the chamber where he lay), 
that there being solitary, he might pray and 
talk with God. 

In the afternoon, a certain youth that was 
blind, after much importunity, obtained leave 
of the guard to speak with him. 

This youth, not long before, had suffered im- 
prisonment at Gloucester for confessing his 
faith. The bishop, being informed of the cause 
of his imprisonment, beheld him stedfastly, and 
(the tears appearing in his eyes) said unto him, 
" Ah, poor boy, God hath taken from thee thy 
outward sight, for what consideration He best 
knoweth: but He hath given thee another 
sight much more precious, for He hath endued 
thy soul with the eye of knowledge and faith. 
God give thee grace continually to pray unto 
Him, that thou lose not the sight which He- 
hath granted thee; for then wouldst thou be 
blind in body and soul.'' 
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He went to the place of execution, as a lamb 
to the slaughter, between the two sheriflFs of 
the city, leaning upon a staff, and accompanied 
with the bitter cries and lamentation of the 
people: though his bloody persecutors con- 
ceived no remorse, noi>any sentiments of com- 
passion at a spectacle so affecting, which might 
have moved them so much the more, as all their 
proceedings against him were highly arbitrary, 
and particularly his deprivation*. For the Queen 
took his bishopric from him purely in virtue of 
her being supreme head of the Church, (the 
Pope's supremacy having not been restored till 
the latter end of the next year, 1554) ; which, 
though the Queen thought a sinful and schis- 
matical power, when assumed by her father, 
yet she was easily persuaded to use it herself 
against the reformed clergy. She alleged, in 
her commission, a pretended crime against him, 
and then, before trial, declared his bishopric 
void; taking advantage that his patent was 
during pleasure, (which, indeed, was true), but 
not remembering the zeal with which he pub- 
licly asserted her title to the crown, while the 
contest about it subsisted between her and the 
Lady Jane : though he could not but foresee the 
fatal consequences that must ensue upon her 
succeeding. 

But as to these points, Weston', the prolo- 
cutor, a fierce man, made no scruple to irritate 
and harden the persecutors in tneir violence, 
telling them, " it matters not for a law, we have 
a commission to proceed against them ; when 

^ In the year 1653. 

' See the mftrtyr's letter to Bishop Fairar. 
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they are dispatched, let their friends take the 
law of us/' 

Being come to the stake, a box was brought, 
and laid before him on a stool, with his pardon, 
on condition he would abjure. At the sight of 
which he cried, " If you love my soul, away 
with it/' 

The fire being not well kindled, his body did 
not bum all at once, but he suffered death first 
in one part, then in another ; yet for some time 
he appeared as free from pain, crying out, but 
not at all as under the agonies of death, " 
JesUs, thou Son of David, have mercy upon me, 
and receive my soul ;" and these and such were 
the last words he was heard to say*. 

And this was the end of his course, which, 
though it was all along strewed with thorns and 
briers, he never repined at his afiiictions, or 
charged God foolishly ; but still vindicated the 
justice of Providence in the several trials of the 
faithful. " Remember,'' saith he, in words to 
this effect, in a letter to the brethren, " that ye 
be the workmen of the Lord, and called unto 
his vineyard." Now He that has called us unto 
his vineyard, has not covenanted with us, that 
the weather should be always favourable ; yet, 
from this observation on the dispensations of 
God, he drew a presage of the future felicity 
and peace of the Church : showing that, from 
the fall of Adam the designs of God were car- 
ried on through such mysterious windings, that 
they were never so near perfection as when they 
seemed in the eye of the world to be entirely 
defeated. 

8 Feb. 9, 1565. 
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Rowland Taylor, Doctor of the Canon and 
Civil Law, and Minister of Hadley, in SuflFolk, 
began his warfare against Antichrist in this 
manner. 

One Foster, a lawyer, with one John Clerk, 
of Hadley, resolving to set up popery in Hadley 
Church, an altar was erected in haste, which 
being beaten down in the night, another was 
also built, and a guard set upon it. 

The next day Foster and Clerk went for the 
priest of Aldam, and brought him with them to 
Hadley, proposing then to execute their idola- 
trous purpose. 

Dr. Taylor coming to the church, and seeing 
the priest in his robes, ready to begin mass, 
and surrounded by a company of armed men, 
with their swords drawn and bucklers, he was 
moved with an holy zeal, and vehemently re- 
buked the priest for presuming to profane and 
defile the church with his abominable rites. 

Foster upon this started up with a furious 
countenance, and said to Dr. Taylor, " Thou 
traitor, what has brought thee here, to let and 
disturb the Queen's proceedings?" 

To this Dr. Taylor replied, " I am no traitor, 
but the shepherd whom Christ hath appointed 
to feed his flock in this place; wherefore I 
have good authority to be here."" And then turn- 
ing again to the priest, he peremptorily forbade 
him to poison his flock, and commanded him, in 
Grod's name, to go from thence ; charging him, 
moreover, with acting contrary to the law, which 
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forbids the saying mass at an unconsecrated 
altar. 

This put the priest in a doubt, whether he 
had not better leave off; but John Clerk bid 
him not be afraid, saying, "Go on with your 
business, for you have here a super-altar" (the 
super-altar is a stone of about a foot long, con- 
secrated by the bishop, and carried by the 
priests to private houses). Now the priest 
upon this encouragement proceeded, whilst 
Foster, and other armed men, violently dragged 
Dr. Taylor out of the church. 

In a few days Clerk and Foster sent an ac- 
count of this matter to London, to the Lord 
Chancellor (the Bishop of Winchester), and 
complained of Dr. Taylor ; whereupon the Bi- 
shop sent a letter missive to Dr. Taylor, com^ 
manding him to appear before him upon his 
allegiance, to answer to such complaints as 
were made against him. 

Dr. Taylor, upon receipt of the summons, 
prepared for his journey; though his friends 
were very earnest with him to have fled beyond 
sea, to save his life, which they told him was 
now in great danger if he went to the Bishop. 
But he said, that he thought he had lived too 
long to see such days, and rejoiced in the occa- 
sion of suffering which was offered him. 

Whereupon leaving his cure to Sir Richard 
Yeoman, a godly priest (who afterwards was 
burnt for the truth of the Gospel at Norwich), 
he went to the Bishop of Winchester. 

There was also in Hadley one Alcock, a very 
godly man, well learned in the Holy Scriptures, 
who (after Sir Richard Yeoman was driven 

D 2 
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away) used daily to read a chapter, and to say 
the English Litany in Hadley Church ; him 
also they cast into prison, where, after a year's 
confinement, he died. 

But to return to Doctor Taylor. He set out 
towards London, attended hy a servant named 
John Hull. This servant also advised him to 
make his escape, and not to go to the hishop ; 
oflFering to attend him in his flight, and to 
undergo any perils to serve him. To this Dr. 
Taylor answered, that his counsel was worldly 
or carnal, and that he could not desert his flock 
whilst it was in such danger; willing him to 
remember, that Christ not only fed, but died 
for his flock. " This," saith he, " is the pattern 
which, by God's grace, I am determined to fol- 
low." And then speaking kindly to him, he 
bade him pray for him ; and if at any time he 
should observe him to be weak, to comfort him, 
and not to discourage him in his godly purpose. 

Thus they came up to London. Shortly after 
Dr. Taylor presented himself to the Bishop of 
Winchester, who no sooner saw him, but he 
reviled him with odious names, calling him 
" knave, traitor, heretic, and villain," and asking 
him how he durst look him in the face, and if 
he knew who he was ? 

Dr. Taylor was not dismayed, either at the 
question, or reproachful names. And as to the 
question, he answered, that he knew him to be 
a mortal man; and then asked him how he 
durst look a Christian in the face, who had for- 
saken the truth, and violated his oath taken to 
King Henry and King Edward ? But this Win- 
chester made light of, calling it Herod's oath, 
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as if it had been no more tlian the rash oath 
which was made by Herod, in the riot or frolic 
of a banquet. 

Being again strictly examined, he was at 
length condemned, and chiefly upon these three 
points: for refusing his assent to the absurd 
doctrine of transubstantiation ; for affirming 
the Pope to be Antichrist, and Popery to be 
Antichristian ;. and for defending the marriage 
of priests ; which last article he learnedly 
maintained from the writings of St. Cyprian, 
St. Austin, St. Chrysostom, St. Ambrose, &c. 
Whereupon he was divested of Holy Orders. 

He then made his last will, wherein he did 
not forget his parishioners, but testified his 
great love and care for them, by leaving them 
sound advice and good wishes, and praying for 
them, that they might remain stedfast in the 
faith ; exhorting them for God's sake to beware 
of Popery, and not to be deceived by the ap- 
pearance of unity, which it seemed to carry 
with it : for it was an unity, not in substance, 
but only in show ; an unity in vanity, and not 
in verity. Soon after he was conveyed to Hadley 
to be burnt. 

The sheriff of London carried him to the 
verge of the county, and delivered him to the 
sheriff of Essex, who, because the people pressed 
to see and pity him, clapt a close hood over his 
head. x 

"When he came within two miles of Hadley, 
he was asked how he did ? To which he an- 
swered, that, God be praised, he was never 
better in all his life, since now he was almost 
at home, and within a very little of his Father's 
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house. He then inquired of the sheriff if he 
Bhould not pass through Hadley? And the 
KherifF telling him that he should, he gave praise 
and thanks to God that he should see his flock 
before he died ; calling God to witness his love 
to them, and appealing to God for the truth of 
the doctrines which he had taught them, and 
praying that He would bless theii), and keep 
them stedfast in his word and truth. 

As he passed over Hadley Bridge, a poor 
man, having five small children with him, fell 
on his knees, and, calling him dear father and 
good shepherd, prayed God to help and succour 
him, "as many a time,'' said he, "thou hast 
relieved me and my poor children.'' 

At Hadley a multitude of people waited to 
see him on both sides of the way, who, when 
ho came, wept bitterly, and cried to one an- 
other, that their good shepherd was going to 
be taken from them. He told them he had 
taught them God's word and the truth, and 
that he was then going to seal his doctiine with 
his blood. 

When he came to the almshouses, he called 
out the poor by their names, and gave each of 
them money. 

At Aldam Common, the place appointed for 
his martyrdom, he seemed as a traveller at the 
end of his journey, and thanked God that he 
was even at home ; and so lighted from his 
horse, and with both his hands rent the hood 
from his head. 

The people observing, when he was uncovered, 
that his hair was knotted and dipt, as if it were 
designed to expose him to derision ; and being 
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moved at his venerable aspect and his long 
white beard, wept again bitterly, crying, " Grod 
save thee, good Dr. Taylor; Jesus Christ strength- 
en thee,'' with many such charitable wishes. 

Being chained to the stake, and the fagots 
set on fire, a man, whose name was Warwick, 
cast a fagot at him, which struck him on the 
head and face, and made his blood flow. Having 
seen from whom it came, he looked at him 
meekly, and said, "Ah! friend, I have hurt 
enough, what need was there of this V Imme- 
diately afterwards, as he prayed in English, in 
the words of the Psalm " Miserere," Sir John 
Shelton struck him over the mouth, calling him 
knave, and bidding him speak Latin, or he 
would make him. 

The fire now raging, he prayed fervently, and 
said, with his hands lifted up, " most merciful 
Father of heaven, for Jesus Christ's sake re- 
ceive my soul into Thy hands." Then he stood 
still in the fire without moving (and not seem- 
ing to suflFer pain), till one Soyce, with a hal- 
bert, beat out his brains. 

Thus the martyr finished his course *, reso- 
lutely parting with house, and brother, and 
wife, and children, for the sake of Christ, who, 
in recompence of such love, has promised ever- 
lasting life ^•. 

He parted with a wife, who was so much the 
more amiable to him, as her heart was full of 
godly zeal ; of which she gave a notable in- 
stance, when she manfully cried against the 
desecration of his church by the priest of 
Aldam, in the midst of armed enemies. But 

9 Feb. 9, 1555. i« Luke xviii. 29. 



56 ROWLAND TAYLOR. 

she was likewise a tender and compassionate 
companion of his afflictions; with whose beha- 
viour the SheriflF of London was so edified and 
affected, when she watched all night in St. 
Botolph's Church-porch to see her husband pass 
by, that he wept apace, and asked her to go to 
his own house, and make it her abode, pro* 
mising her that she should want nothing. 

We should here finish the story of the blessed 
Taylor, were it not that there is one further 
circumstance which calls for attention. It was 
no wonder that the jealousy of fierce zealots 
should be raised against this holy martyr in 
particular, and that his name should be inserted, 
with the first, in the list of those who were 
marked out as objects of inhumanity and fury, 
when there was not a man in the whole Churcli 
who had better and more discreetly acquitted 
himself of the duty of a Christian pastor, who 
had watched over and instructed his flock with 
more indefatigable diligence, and more success- 
ful endeavours. 

For the town of Hadley, of which he was the 
worthy minister, as it was one of the first in all 
England which had received the true doctrine 
of the Gospel, through the preaching of Mr. 
Thomas Bilney, so it continued to increase in 
the knowledge of Christ, through the care of 
this godly man ; under which the Word of God 
might be likened to a " grain of mustard-seed, 
which indeed is the least of all seeds; but when 
it is grown is the greatest among herbs, and 
becometh a tree\'' For there was a great 
number of this parish, men and women, who 

1 Matt. xiii. 31,32. 
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became exceedingly well learned in the Holy 
Scriptures. There were many of them who had 
read the whole Bible through, and could say a 
great part of St. Paul's Epistles by heart ; and 
in any of the controversies then on foot, could 
have offered a text from the Bible in defence of 
the faith. Their children and servants were 
also so carefully trained and brought up in the 
right knowledge of God, that the town did not 
so much appear what it really was, a company 
of cloth-making or labouring people, as a school 
or university of diligent proficients in the learn- 
ing of Christ. And it was not in the letter 
only that they were instructed ; the care which 
was taken of them did not only consist in teach- 
ing them the will and mysteries of God ; but, 
moreover, by the vigilance of their holy pastors, 
they became a " people zealous of good works, 
giving all diligence to add to their faith virtue*," 
and exemplifying and adorning their CShristian 
profession by the fruits of the Spirit. 
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William Hunter, a young man, being only 
nineteen years of age, and an apprentice, was 
accused, upon his refiising to receive the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar at Easter, in the first year of 
Queen Mary; of w^hich, having timely notice, 
and his master being unwilling to let him stay 
at his house for fear of trouble, he went into 

2 Tit. ii. 14. 2 Pet. L 5. 
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the country to his father's house, at Brentwood 
in Essex. 

Now there being a chapel in that place, Wil- 
liam went into it, to read the word of Grod in a 
Bible which lay on the desk. This being ob- 
served by one Atwell, a somner*, he began a 
dispute with William, on the unlawfulness of 
reading the Scriptures ; but not finding himself 
able to maintain it, he flew out of the chapel 
in a fury, telling him, that though he was not 
able himself to reason with him, he would soon 
fetch him his match. 

He then brought to him Thomas Wood, the 
priest of Southwell, who was near at hand, who 
asked him, " Sirrah, who gave you leave to read 
in the Bible, and expound it V To which the 
young man answered, that he did not take upon 
him to expound the Bible, but only read it for 
his comfort. The priest then reproved him for 
meddling at all with it, saying to this purpose, 
that it did not become him, nor any such as he 
was, to be searching after that kind of know- 
ledge. But William, who judged quite other- 
wise of this matter, would by no means stand 
corrected, as if he had done wrong ; and there- 
fore he boldly withstood his reproof, declaring 
to him, that he would read the Scriptures as 
long as he lived. And further told him, that 
it did not become him to discourage any man 
from doing it ; but that he was rather obliged 
in duty and conscience to exhort men to be 
diligent in searching the word. The priest 
replied, that it well became him to teU him 
what he was to do ; and that he perceived 

' A Bummoner, or sheriff 'a messenger. 
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him to be a heretic. But to this the youth said, 
that telling the truth was no mark of heresy. 

Here the priest proceeded to an argument, 
telling him he was informed that he had been 
meddling with the sixth of St. John, in which 
chapter Christ saith Himself, "Except ye eat 
my flesh, and drink my blood, ye have no life in 
you \' making use of these words of our Saviour 
as a proof of the corporal presence. 

William answered, that this sense, which was 
put upon the words of Christ, was like the car- 
nal exposition of the Jews at Capernaum, who 
thought, from these words, that our Saviour 
would have given them his flesh to eat, in the 
same manner as if it were some natural food ; 
but our Saviour corrected that error, and said, 
that the words which He spake unto them were 
spirit and life *. 

Immediately after, the priest informed Mr. 
Brown, a justice of the peace, of this conversa- 
tion ; whereupon Mr. Brown sent for William's 
father (William himself having withdrawn, upon 
a suspicion of what was intended against him), 
commanding his father to produce him forth- 
with, or he should have no rest at Brentwood ; 
and oiFering him a crown for his trouble to go 
and search for him, which the poor father re- 
vised, abhorring the unnatural hire. 

He went, however (under great sorrow and 
discomfort), to see for him, whom William first 
descrying, he said he supposed that he came 
in search of him; and the father confessed 
it, but wept sore, and said he would return, 
and say that he could not find him. The youth 

* John Yi. 63. 
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said No, but he would go with him and save 
him harmless. 

When he was returned to Brentwood, Mr. 
Brown, not doubting but that he was able to con- 
fute him, began a dispute with him, and, after 
some controversy, told him, that, in the twenty- 
second of St. Luke, Christ had expressly called 
the bread his body, by taking bread and say- 
ing, ** This is my body, which is given for you ;" 
and therefore, if he denied Christ to be bodily 
in the Sacrament, he went about to make Christ 
a liar. 

The youth, who had no need to clear himself 
from so harsh and unchristian a consequence, 
yet meekly made answer, that he had no such 
meaning; but said, he earnestly desired to 
know the mind of Christ. He said, that the 
words in the same verse showed that the ordi- 
nance was commemorative, " This do in remem- 
brance of me." That the words, " This is my 
body,*' were spoken in figure; that though 
Clirist does call the bread his body, as He doth 
also say, that He is a vine and a door, yet is 
not his body turned into bread, any more than 
he is changed into a vine or a door. 

After this, being sent to Bishop Bonner, he 
was at first tried with soothing words, with a 
promise, that if he would there secretly recant, 
it should go no further, and he should return 
home without any hurt. 

This was proposed to him as an expedient, 
which it was thought he could not but comply 
with ; but the youth, who detested the offer, 
could not be induced by any allurement to pro- 
mise any more than that, if his lordship would 
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let him be guided by his own conscience, he 
would keep his conscience to himself. 

But this not being the point which the bishop 
aimed at, he then began to threaten him (a 
practice in which the bishop was well skilled). 
" Well/' said the youth, " you can do no more 
than God will permit you.'' So, likewise, when 
he told him he was no Christian, but denied the 
faith in which he was baptized, the youth made 
answer, "I was baptized in the faith of the 
Holy Trinity, the which I will not depart from, 
God assisting me.*' 

After several examinations, the sentence of 
death was at length pronounced against him. 
At which time, even after the sentence was 
passed, the bishop called to him, and said, if he 
would recant, he would give him forty pounds 
to set up his trade, or he would place him in 
an office, or make him steward of his household; 
telling him that he had wit, and that he liked 
him. The young man answered, that he thanked 
his lordship for his great offers ; but as to the 
condition on which they were made, namely, 
his recanting, he could not agree to it till he 
was first persuaded, from the word of God, that 
he was in an error. " For," said he, " I cannot 
turn from God upon the hopes of worldly ad- 
vantage ; for I count all things but dross for 
the love of Christ." 

His father and mother coming to him after 
his condemnation, they desired heartily of God 
that he might continue to the end in that good 
way in which he had begun ; and his mother 
said to him, that she was glad that ever she 
was so happy as to bear such a child, who could 
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be thus willing to lose his life for the sake of 
Christ. He told her that, for the little pain 
which he should then suffer, which could last 
but a moment, he was promised a crown of 
glory ; and asked her, if she might not be glad 
of it ? His mother said Yea, that she thought 
him well bestowed, and prayed God to strength- 
en him to the end. 

He went cheerfully to the place of execution 
(which was near his father's house), where the 
sheriff told him that there was a letter from 
the Queen, and if he recanted he might live ; 
but it was far from his heart to desire to live 
upon such terms, the tender of which rather 
still confirmed him the more in his resolution 
to suffer. 

When he was fastened to the stake, he de- 
sired the people to pray for him as long as they 
saw any life in him ; saying, that he would 
likewise pray for them. Upon which Mr. Brown, 
fiercer than the evening wolves, said to him, 
" Pray for thee, I will no more pray for thee 
than I will for a dog.'' To whom the young 
man answered, " Mr. Brown, now you have that 
which you sought for, I pray God it be not laid 
to your charge at the last day ; howbeit I for- 
give you." " Then," said Mr. Brown, " I ask 
no forgiveness of thee." But the youth said, 
that if God forgave him not, he would require 
his blood at his hands. 

Upon this came a priest, and offered a Popish 
book to Robert Hunter, a brother of William, 
that he might present it to William ; but the 
brother refused to meddle with it. 

William, when he saw it, said, " Away, thou 
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false prophet. Beware of him, good people, 
and come away from their abominations, lest 
you partake of their plagues." 

This so angered the priest, that he said, 
''Look; as thou bumest now, so shalt thou 
bum in hell." To which the young man an- 
swered, in the zeal of his spirit, and firmness 
of truth, " Thou liest, thou false prophet : away, 
thou false prophet, away !" 

Then a gentleman said, " I pray God to have 
mercy upon his soul.'' To which the people 
mostly, with uplifted hands, joined "Amen, 
amen.'' His brother bade him to call to mind 
the holy passion of Christ, and not to be afraid 
of death. To which he answered, " I am not 
afraid." He then said, "Lord, Lord, receive 
my spirit ;" and immediately afterwards cast- 
ing his head into the smoke, resigned his blessed 
soul into the hands of Grod*, dying for Christ at 
an age when innocence, and a happy inexpe- 
rience of many sins, qualified him (through the 
merits of Christ) to be a grateful sacrifice. 



ROBERT FARRAR. 

Soon after the death of William Hunter, Dr. 
Robert Farrar, sometime Bishop of St. David's, 
was likewise called to receive a crown of mar- 
tyrdom. 

This godly prelate was promoted to the 
bishopric of St. David's, in the reign of King 

« March 20, 1A55. 
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Edward, by the Duke of Somerset, during whose 
administration he governed his bishopric in 
peace, and without molestation ; but that great 
man being afterwards beheaded, the bishop be- 
came exposed to many troubles, and endea- 
vours were made to involve him in a praemunire. 
Under the course of which transactions it is par- 
ticularly remarkable, that one of the articles 
exhibited against him was, that he favoured 
and countenanced the Popish religion; for 
which, with sundry matters relating to the 
management of his bishopric, he was cast into 
prison, through a treacherous combination of 
his own officers, to one of whom (named Mr, 
Constantine) he had given one of the chief 
places in his diocese. So that when Queen 
Mary came to the Crown, he was found in pri- 
son as a debtor to the Crown, and charged with 
having incurred a praemunire, though it was 
well known that the process against him was 
vexatious and unjust. 

His condition did not mend upon the Queen's 
accession, for there was a bloody article added 
to the charge of his being in debt to the Crown, 
which was already given in against him ; 
whereby, instead of being accused (as before) 
as a favourer of Popery, he was now charged 
as an heretical separatist from Popery, and a 
rebel to the Papal power. 

The chief articles which were now alleged 
against him run as follows : he was accused of 
being indebted to the Crown ; of having once 
abjured heresy ; of having deftuuded the Queen 
of divers sums of money; of having violated 
his vow, or profession of chastity, by entering 
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into the state of marriage. Of all which he 
cleared himself with great spirit and discretion* 
disowning that he ever had engaged in the vow 
of celibacy, or had ever renounced his faith, or 
confessed himself an heretic, and insisting that 
my Lord Treasurer would purge him with re- 
spect to the pretended debts and frauds. 

He was then called upon to conform to the 
Church of Rome ; and this argument was offered 
to move him to it, that the Roman religion was 
now established by law, so that to hold out any 
longer against it was resisting the authority of 
Queen and Parliament. 

This would have been indeed an argument of 
great weight, had the law which established 
Popery been agreeable to the Word of God, 
which is still a superior law. But in the pre- 
sent case, where only iniquity was established 
by law, it could not be a means to shake his 
faith, nor indeed was it ; for he rejected all the 
proposals which were made to him, equally 
neglecting favour and menace, and declaring 
against holding any conformity with an idola- 
trous sect. 

Having thus explained his resolution, sen- 
tence was, in effect, pronoimced against him at 
London ; yet, for some reasons not well known 
at this time, he was sent to his bishopric to 
receive his final condemnation. 

Here Henry Morgan, who then pretended to 
be Bishop of St. David's, presided as his judge ; 
who, having devised two questions against his 
life*, proposed them to him as follows : 

' The commissioners brought no witnesses against any of 
the iDBXtyTB, generally speaking, but only offered them articles, 

E 
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First, whether he believed the marriage of 
priests to be warrantable by the laws of God 
and holy Church ? 

Secondly, whether he believed that in the 
Sacrament of the altar, the substance of bread 
and wine was verily and really changed into 
the body and blood of Christ ? 

But the Bishop, excepting against the com- 
petency of the judge, made no answer. 

Within few days after, he was brought be- 
fore them again, but now, likewise, as before, 
he refused to answer; whereupon the pretended 
bishop pronounced him contumacious, and de- 
clared (as is the practice in such cases), that 
his silence or refusal to plead should be taken 
as a confession of the charge. 

This, as it reasonably might, changed the 
resolution of the Bishop ; for now, perceiving 
that if he persisted any longer to except against 
the competency of the judge, he should lose all 
opportunity of defendiug himself, and become 
a sacrifice to their violence without so much as 
being heard, he declared himself ready to ac- 
knowledge the jurisdiction of the court, and 
answer the objected articles, provided he might 
have a copy of the charge, and time allowed 
him to deliberate upon it. Which being granted, 
he appeared again, and delivered his answer in 
writing. 

The course which the Bishop took of submit- 
ting to the usurpation of the court, was, no 
doubt, the wisest and most expedient, had he 

to which they required their answers, and then, judging their 
answers heretical, condemned them ; which method of pro* 
ceas was called ex qfioio. 
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not had to do with the bloodiest of persecutors. 
But, as the case stood, it mattered just the same 
whether he submitted or not, or whether he 
gave in an answer or not ; for Morgan, without 
anj consideration had of his ^answer, and in- 
stead of a reply, offered him the following 
articles, requiring his assent to them : 

1. That he (being a priest) should renounce 
his marriage. 

2. That he should allow the corporal presence, 
under the forms of bread and wme, in the Sa- 
crament. 

3. That general councils, lawfully congre- 
gated, never did or can err. 

4. That the mass is a propitiatory sacrifice 
for the quick and the dead. 

5. That men are not to be justified before 
God by faith only, but that hope and charity 
are necessarily required to justification. 

6. That the Catholic Church, which hath only 
authority to expound Scriptures, to define con- 
troversies of religion, and ordain things apper- 
taining to public discipline, is visible, and like 
unto a city set upon a mountain, for all men to 
understand. 

So that, we say, it was of little consequence 
whatever answer the Bishop had to offer on the 
matters in controversy, when in the result of 
the argument, these questions came always 
uppermost, whether he would subscribe to blas- 
phemous absurdities? whether he would bow 
his knee to worship an idol ? whether he would 
be an advocate of papal superstition and ty- 
ranny ? And he could not but understand, that 
if he did not thoroughly and implicitly agree to 

e2 
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them, he should be soon convinced of his error 
by fire and fagota 

Arguments which, upon his refusing to assent 
to the above-written articles, were forthwith 
applied to him^at Carmarthen Cross'. Only 
they stayed to hear from Cardinal Pool, to 
whom the bishop had appealed ; which was the 
reason that, though he had been condemned on 
the 13th of March, he was not burnt till the 
30th. 

It is very remarkable that a little before his 
martyrdom, when one Mr. Richard Jones, a 
knight's son, who came to visit him, told him 
that he lamented he was to suiFer that harsh 
and painful kind of death, he resolutely an- 
swered, that if he should see him once stir in 
the fire, he should then give no credit to his 
doctrine. 

Whether he said this because he felt or was 
sensible of the firmness and resolution of his 
own nature, or whether firom some foreknow- 
ledge, such as has been often revealed to the 
children of God, is not to be determined. But 
this is manifest, that he was justified in his 
saying by a special grace, for he never once 
moved when the fire was most violent, but even 
as he stood, holding up the remains of his arms, 
so he still continued ; till one Richard Gravell 
striking him on the head with a staff, he fell 
down, and was totally consumed. 

' In the year 1565. 
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Mr. Thomas Hawks was a young gentleman of 
Essex, of a comely person and excellent quali- 
ties, who had been brought up at court under 
the Earl of Oxford ; but, in process of time, he 
quitted his service to give lumself more freely 
to God, and to worship him according to his 
conscience. 

His wife having borne him a son, and he 
being unwilling to have the child baptized ac- 
cording to the rites of the Church of Rome, his 
sufferings commenced from this time ; for his 
adversaries, taking advantage of his delaying 
the baptism of his child, carried him before the 
Earl of Oxford, his late master, to be examined 
upon the reasons of his so doing, and to lay the 
grounds of a process against him, for being a 
person unsound in his religion, and a contemner 
of the sacraments ; which the Earl of Oxford 
having no reason to doubt of, (as far as the cir- 
cumstance of his delaying the baptism of his 
child could be a proof of it,) his lordship sent 
him to Bishop Bonner, to answer to further in- 
quiries, and to give an account of his faith. 

The Bishop, on perusal of the Earl of Oxford's 
letter, proceeded to examine the prisoner on 
the fact in question. He likewise asked him if 
he believed in the sacrament of the altar, 
masses, the confiteor, and prayers for the dead. 
To which questions Mr. Hawks readily answered, 
disavowing his belief in such trumperies, con- 
futing from Scripture the arguments which 
were offered in the defence of them, and repeat- 
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ing his quotations word for word, and naming 
the book wherein the text was contained. 

This was transacted by way of private con- 
verse, in which all means were used to seduce 
or draw him from the faith ; but finding their 
endeavours ineffectual, it was agreed he should 
be brought to a public examination, and tried 
by the rigour of persecuting laws. 

This was a resolution, to which nothing could 
be more suitable than the method in which they 
proceeded ; for, in order to be sure of his ruin, 
they produced a bill against him containing a 
supposed declaration of his opinion, which had 
been collected from his discourse, and was writ 
by Bishop Bonner's own hand. The words of 
the bill are these : 

"I, Thomas Hawks, do here declare that 
the mass is abominable, detestable, and fiill of 
superstition. Also, concerning the Sacrament 
of the altar, I say that Christ is in no part 
thereof bodily, but only in heaven." 

The producing of such evidence against him, 
was so much the more unjust, and contrary to 
all right, as that Mr. Hawks absolutely refused 
to sign it, or as much as to suffer it to touch his 
hand ; though the bishop would have had him 
take it in his hand, and give it him again, as an 
intimation of his consent. 

Yet this was the bill which brought him to 
the stake, and was the cause of the death of a 
man, whom they knew in their conscience they 
were inhumanly murdering ; for which they 
could afterwards make no reparation. 

As the martyr told them himself on the oc- 
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casion, "You may/* saith he to Bonner, "in 
your malice destroy a man ; but when you have 
done, you cannot as much as make a finger/^ 

When he was urged to recant, he made this 
resolute answer: "That had he a hundred 
bodies, he would rather suffer them all to be 
torn to pieces, than renounce the truth/' In 
the search of which he was so inquisitive and 
diligent, that he found out a memorable dis- 
tinction, by which one might come to the dis- 
cemment of it : " The false prophets,'' he said, 
" cry out, 'Dicit Ecclesia,' Thus saith the 
Church ; but the true prophets, * Dicit Domi- 
nus,' Thus saith the Lord." 

Such fortitude and keen truths could not but 
irritate a generation of vipers ; who though he 
had not in this manner reproved them, looked 
upon his possession of the Gospel as a crime 
worthy of death, and therefore he was soon 
condemned by the cruel Bonner; yet, although 
sentence was passed against him on the 9th of 
February, 1555, he remained in prison, or, as it 
were, in the jaws of death, till the 10th of 
June following, when he was sent to Coxhall, 
in Essex, under a strong guard, there to suffer. 

He was met and visited on the road by seve- 
ral friends, who came to comfort him under his 
last conflict ; to each of whom he spake par- 
ticularly, giving such advice about the salvation 
of their souls, as was particularly adapted to 
their conditions. And being desired, a little 
before his death, to show some mark to such as 
might come after, or follow him to the flames, 
that the pains of that kind of death were not 
so sharp, but that a man might possess his mind 
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in patience and quietness under them, he pro- 
mised that he would be mindful of the request, 
and that he would show a sign, by Ufting his 
hands over his head toward heaven, before he 
gave up the ghost. 

Being come to the stake •, though there was 
a close-fitting chain fastened to his middle, he 
spake many things to the people by way of ex- 
hortation ; but more particularly to the Lord 
Rich, who had brought him thither, reasoning 
with him on the inhumanity of such executions, 
upon the guilt of shedding blood, the innocent 
blood of the saints. 

He then fervently prayed, and poured out his 
soul unto God ; but the fire being kindled quite 
round him, his speech was soon taken from 
him, and his skin shrivelled up, and his fingers 
were consumed. 

It was now fiill time for the martyr to show 
the sign which (as is already mentioned) he had 
promised ; the spectators had no farther expec- 
tation of it ; the body seemed incapable of any 
function ; and yet (as if the remaining parts 
had received some new energy) he again moved 
on a sudden, and lifted up both his hands to- 
wards heaven over his head, as he promised, 
though they were then burning in a bright 
fire, and with great rejoicing, as seemed, thrice 
struck or clapped them together. The people 
at the same time shouted for joy, seeing such 
an example of the internal comfort of such as 
die for Christ, and of the extraordinary power 
which they receive from God. 

8 June 10, 1655. 
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Mb. Thomas Wats was a linen-draper, who lived 
at Billericay, in the county of Essex, and there 
carried on his business ; but perceiving that 
there was a storm gathering against the pro- 
fessors of the gospel, he left oflF his occupation, 
and resolved to prepare for the approaching 
evils. He began by laying up for himself stores 
in heaven, by giving away freely to the poor a 
great quantity of his cloth; and as for his re- 
maining stock, he sold it, and settled the money 
on his wife and children. Having thus (but 
just) disposed of his affairs, he was forthwith 
apprehended, and carried to be examined upon 
certain articles of faith by the bench of justices 
at Chelmsford. 

When he came to the court, he was asked by 
Sir Anthony Brown, now a cruel persecutor, 
where it was that he had learnt his religion, 
and who had been his schoolmaster, to teach 
him the doctrines he now professed ? 

Mr. Wats, though his chief schoolmaster was 
Christ and the Word of God, yet, to correct a 
person, whose religion was to obey man rather 
than God, made this answer : " That Sir An- 
thony himself had been his schoolmaster ; and 
that no preacher had spoken more under the 
late reign against the religion now in use 
than he.'' 

And not being interrupted, he went on, and 
told him particularly that he had said at the 
Session House, that the mass was abominable, 
and the other parts of the Romish religion were 
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trumpery ; exhorting the people not to believe 
in it, and charging them to believe in Christ 
only ; and declaring that it would be insuffer- 
able treason to subject the nation again to a 
foreign jurisdiction. To this Sir Anthony had 
no other reply to make, but by appealing to 
some of the bench to clear him, who yet knew 
that he was justly charged, and that he had 
said such words, and many more to the like 
purpose. 

The justices, as in such cases it was usual, 
sent him to Bishop Bonner, with a letter setting 
forth the nature of his crime : that he had re- 
ftised to receive the Sacrament of the altar, and 
hear divine service according to the institution, 
of the Church. Upon which, with other ar- 
ticles, being examined by the bishop, he an- 
swered as became an honest conscientious 
man, not excusing himself, but according to 
truth ; when a fact was true, he confessed it, or 
if any article was proposed in ambiguous terms^ 
he distinguished upon it ; or if he was falsely 
charged, he denied it ; but concluded with these 
words, " I am weary of living in idolatry/' 

Having been two months under the discipline 
and examination of the Bishop, he was sent 
back to Chelmsford, there to be burnt as a he- 
retic, on the day of his coming, without any 
respite. 

When he got to the place he took some re- 
freshment ; but both before and after it he 
prayed with the company, and then withdrew 
to pray in private. Then, rising up, he spake 
these words, or words to this effect, to his sor- 
rowful wife and six children : 
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"I must now depart from you, therefore 
henceforth know I you no more; but as the 
Lord hath given you to me, so I again cheer- 
fully resign you to the Lord. I charge you to 
obey and fear him. Beware you turn not to 
the superstition of Popery, against which I am 
now going to bear testimony with my blood. 
Let not the murdering of God's saints cause 
you to relent', but take occasion thereby to be 
stronger in the Lord's quarrel, and nothing 
doubt but he will be a merciftd Father to 
you.'^ 

When he had spoken these words, it is said 
that two of his children offered to suffer with 
him ; but he kissed them, and bade them fare- 
well, and went on his way to the flames, where 
he soon expired ". 



JOHN BRADFORD. , 

Mr. John Bradfobd was bom at Manchester, 
in the county of Lancashire, and brought up by 
his parents in a Latin school, until he attained 
to a competent knowledge in that language. 
He went afterwards to Cambridge, where he 
made such a quick progress in his studies, that 
having been there only one year, the University 
conferred upon him the degree of Master of 
Arts; and immediately after, the master and 
fellows of Pembroke Hall gave him a fellow- 
ship ; and Bishop Ridley likewise sent for him, 

' Slacken. lo June 10, 1555. 
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after some time, and ordained him, and made 
him Prebendary of St. Paul's. 

Having this vocation, he did not delay to be- 
come a diligent labourer in the vineyard of the 
Lord, choosing the office of a preacher for the 
more particular discharge of his function ; un- 
der which character he soon became eminent 
for his edifying discourses, wherein he reproved 
vice, persuaded to amendment of life, confuted 
heresies and errors, and sweetly preached Christ 
crucified ; adorning his mind at the same time 
by indefatigable study, and his profession as a 
Christian with all the severe exercises of mor- 
tification. And, moreover, besides the divine 
graces with which he was endued as a Church- 
man, he was expert in many of the affitirs of a 
secular life, being particularly accurate and 
quick in accounts, and skilful in the laws of the 
land. 

When the Queen succeeded to the crown, and 
the season came on that the tares were to be 
separated from the wheat, the timeserver from 
the godly and zealous preacher, the course that 
Mr. Bradford took was this — he determined, 
like a true soldier of Christ, to stick to his post, 
to stand or fall with the Gospel, and, in spite of 
persecution, to continue to preach righteousness 
and truth. 

This noble resolution he manfully executed, 
giving all diligence in teaching the word, as he 
had done in former times, and disdaining to 
compound for his having preached the truth in 
the preceding reign, by his silence in the pre- 
sent. But the consequence of it was this, that 
he soon became the object of particular rage 



JOHN BRADFORD. 77 

and calumny ; " The plowers plowed upon his 
back: thej made long their furrows ;" for 
they took occasion, through the following acci- 
dent, to deprive him at once of his office and 
liberty, and at length to put him to death. 

Bishop Bonner having appointed Mr. Bourn, 
a canon of St. Paul's, to preach at St. Paul's 
Cross, on the 13th of August, 1553, and Ij/Lr. 
Bourn taking occasion from the Gospel of the 
day to reflect on the administration of the late 
king, the people were so incensed at it, that 
there immediately ensued an uproar, and their 
rage increasing, there was a dagger darted at 
the preacher from an unknown hand ; this put- 
ting Mr. Bourn into a fright, he called to Mr. 
Bradford, who stood nigh him, desiring him to 
step forward, and speak to the people, believing 
that Mr. Bradford, by his authority, might ap- 
pease them ; Mr. Bradford did accordingly ad- 
vance, at Mr. Bourn's request, and appear in the 
pulpit ; and immediately after the uproar ceased, 
for their rage turned into joy at the sight of 
Mr. Bradford, and the congregation parted in 
peace. Yet Mr. Bourn, who was still in a fright, 
desired Mr. Bradford not to leave him ; and Mr. 
Bradford, to satisfy him, conducted him to the 
schoolmaster's house adjoining to the church. 
And in the afternoon Mr. Bradford preached 
against sedition, and sharply rebuked the people 
for their misdemeanour. 

Though it might seem impossible that any 
trouble should happen to him, from an aflfair in 
which he behavea himself with so much hu- 
manity and wisdom ; yet three days after he 

** p8. cxxix. 3. 
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was summoned to appear before the Queen and 
council at the Tower, and there accused of se- 
ditious practices, and of being the author of 
this very tumult, which he had so much con- 
tributed to appease. And, as it always hap- 
pens, when men are bent upon injustice, they 
grievously reviled him when he endeavoured to 
defend himself; notably verifying a parable 
which may be found in one of his letters, that 
the posie * which is written on the gate of hea- 
ven 18, " Do well, and bear evil/' 

From henceforth we are to look upon him 
only as a prisoner, carried from one jail to ano- 
ther, without resting long in a place, and as a 
person condemned and excommunicated, yet 
not as one without hope, or in dread of the 
anathemas of papists ; but trusting (as he told 
Dr. Harpsfield) that his Redeemer would take 
no less care of him than he did of the blind 
man thrust out of the synagogue. 

The last prison he was confined in for any 
time was the Poultry Compter, which, if one 
may say so, he consecrated by his presence, by 
turning it into a church, or place of public de- 
votion and instruction, where he often adminis- 
tered the Sacrament, for which he required the 
strictest preparation, saying, that the unworthy 
oommunicant did only receive Panem Domini, 
but not Panem Dominum'; where he likewise 
preached twice a day, and was all the rest of 
the day employed, either in meditation, or 
writing, or exhortation, or prayers, which he 

' That is, "motto." 

* The bread of the Lord, but not the bread uhkk it the 
Lord. 
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poured out in great abundance of the spirit, 
particularly his farewell prayer ; as also another 
on the wedding-garment, which he uttered in 
so divine a manner, that it is hard to say whe- 
ther those that heard him were more amazed 
at his heavenly looks or attentive to the sound 
of his words. He likewise offered a prayer at 
his departing from the prison. Then giving 
money to every servant or officer of the house, 
with an exhortation to fear and serve God, he 
went down stairs into the court, where the pri- 
soners seeing him from their windows, they all 
called unto him, and with tears bade him fare- 
welL 

Now he had a brother-in-law, whose name 
was Mr. Beswick ; he came to him, as he passed 
along towards Smithfield, and shook him by the 
hand, for which the sheriff broke Mr. Beswick's 
head with his staff, so that the blood ran down 
his shoulders. 

When he came to the place where he was to 
suffer, he fell prostrate on the earth and prayed, 
preparing for the bitter cup which his Lord and 
Master had drank before him. 

But we shall here stop for a moment in the 
story of Mr. Bradford, to take particular notice 
of a blessed youth, whose name was John Leafs, 
who was brought to the same place to suffer 
with Mr. Bradford. This youth having been 
apprehended, and twice examined by Bishop 
Bonner, and absolutely denying his belief in the 
real presence ', was committed to jail in order to 
a farther process. 

When he was now in prison, it is said that 

> Meaning, evidently, the corporal presence. See Bishop 
Ridley's statement, pp. 101, 102. 
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two papers were offered to his choice, which of 
them he would sign ; the one containing a re- 
cantation, the other his confession of faith. 
The youth, in answer to the question, took the 
draft of his confession, and with it a pin, and 
so pricking his hand, sprinkled the blood on it, 
then desired the person that readmit to him to 
show the bishop that he made choice of this, 
and sealed it with his blood. 

Mr. Bradford seeing this youth at the stake, 
he strengthened him in his resolution to suffer, 
as well by comfortable words, as a manly ex- 
ample; and then each of them committing 
himself to the mercy of God by prayer, and 
being surrounded by the flames, they under- 
went the pains of death *, without any altera- 
tion of countenance, or any appearance of fear ; 
resting in a blessed assurance of the remission 
of their sins and a joyful resurrection. 



JOHN DENLY. 

John Dbnlt, of Maidstone, in Kent, gentleman, 
going to visit some of his godly friends in Essex, 
was apprehended by Mr. Tyrrel, a Justice of the 
Peace of the county of Essex, on suspicion of 
his being an heretic ; and being searched, and 
the confession of his faith found upon him in 
writing, was sent to the Queen's commissioners, 
with a letter declaring the cause of his appre- 
hension. 

Mr. Tyrrel sets forth in his letter that as 
soon as he saw him, he suspected him ; where- 

^ In the year 1555. 



NEWMAlf. 81 



upon examining and searching him, he found 
upon him a certain written paper, containing 
the articles of his faith ; on account of which 
he had fled from his home. That he therefore 
had sent him to the Queen's commissioners to 
be tried, so that his lewdness might be tho- 
roughly known. 

The confession, which was found on Mr. 
Denly, consisted of articles relating to the 
Lord's Supper, which he maintained with great 
resolution, disputing against the absurd doc- 
trine of transubstantiation, and at length re- 
sisting it unto blood; when he received this 
particular grace from God, that he was joyful 
even in the midst of the terrors of death, and 
sung a psalm when the flames raged about him. 
And though he was interrupted by a wretch, 
that cast a fagot at him, which hurt him, and 
drew blood from his face (upon which Dr. Story- 
jeered, and said to the man that cast the fagot, 
that he had marred a good old song), yet he 
soon raised himself again, and spread abroad 
his hands, and proceeded in singing the psalm, 
till his joyful soul took flight to the mansions 
of the blessed, there to sing Hallelujahs for ever 
and ever. 



NEWMAN. 



Mb. Newman, a pewterer, who accompanied Mr. 
Denly into Essex, and was apprehended with 
him, was at the same time examined by the 
commissioners. 

F 
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He spake with the same spirit as Mr. Denly, 
and with uncommon wisdom and strength, 
making a defence not only for himself, but for 
all Protestants ; and showing that he had not 
embraced his religion rashly and without ex- 
amination. But the reader will here see the 
tenor of his plea. 

He says, " that during the reign of King 
Edward, he was daily instructed by continual 
sermons, made by such preachers whose faith, 
wisdom, learning, and virtuous living, were 
commended by all men. 

" These preachers,'" saith he, " taught us dili- 
gently a long time, persuading us by the alle- 
gations of God's Word, that there was no tran- 
substantiation, nor corporal presence in the 
Sacrament. Their doctrine was not believed 
by us on a sudden, but by their continual 
preaching, as also by continual prayer, which 
we offered unto God that we might not be de- 
ceived ; but if their doctrine were true, that 
God would incline our hearts to receive it ; or 
if it were not true, that God, through his pre- 
venting grace, would preserve and fortify us 
against the errors of it ; we were convinced, 
through mature deliberation, with the concur- 
rence and joint belief of our friends, that their 
labour was supported by the Word of God, and 
that their doctrine bore a strict agreement with 
it ; so that we embraced and received it as a 
very infallible truth for the space of seven years. 
Wherefore, until such times as our consciences 
are otherwise taught and instructed by God's 
Word, we cannot with safety of our consciences 
renounce it, or pay obedience to the laws of 
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that CJhiircli which the realm is at present subject 
to. And we trust in God that neither the Queen's 
merciful highness, nor yet her most honour- 
able council, will, in a matter of faith, use com- 
pulsion or violence ; because faith is the gift of 
God, and cometh not of man, neither of man's 
laws, neither when men require it, but at such 
times as God giveth it." 

Such was the seriousness and wisdom of his 
apology. But, alas, it availed nothing! As 
the process against him was carried on hy 
Popish persecutors, the solidity of his reasoning 
and piety did but increase their rage ; they 
were not to be pacified but by putting him to a 
cruel death ; and so he was led to the stake at 
Saffron Walden, on the last of August, 1565, 
where he suffered the torment of the flames 
with immoveable constancy, as Mr. Denly had 
done before him at Uxbridge on the 8th of the 
same month. 



ROBERT SMITH. 

Mr. Robebt Smith was a clerk in the college at 
Windsor, who, being disposed to embrace the 
truth, was confirmed in it by the preaching 
and lectures of one Mr. Turner of the same 
place. 

He was a person of great fervour, and showed 
an undaunted fortitude in his answers at his 
examination, by which he often provoked the 
fiirious Bishop Bonner to swear, which Mr. 
Smith rebuked him for, putting him in mind of 

f2 
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tlie sober and meek demeanour wliich the Apos- 
tle St. Paul requires in a Christian bishop. 

When the sentence was read against him 
which begins " In Dei nomine/' he said to the 
Bishop that he began in a wrong name ; asking 
him where he learnt in Scripture the form of 
condemning a man to death for believing ac- 
cording to his conscience. 

As he disputed with the Bishop and his doc- 
tors, with a stout and fearless heart, upon the 
several questions which were asked him touch- 
ing his faith ; so, likewise, by the example of 
his courage, he confirmed and strengthened his 
brethren who were in prison with him ; who 
being lodged in an outward house belonging to 
the prison of Newgate, had many godly dis- 
courses with one another, with prayer and pub- 
lic reading of the Scriptures. 

And he was not only solicitous for those his 
fellow-prisoners who were in bonds for the 
cause of the Gospel, but his diligence likewise 
extended to the malefactors who were at the 
same time prisoners with him ; for he ceased 
not to dissuade them from their iniquity and 
wicked course of life, and he enlightened and 
converted many of them to the truth. 

He suffered at Uxbridge *, at the same time 
with Mr. Denly, speaking many things to the 
edification of the people, and willing them to 
think well of his cause, and not to doubt but 
that his body should rise again to life. 

Some time before his death he writ a re- 
markable letter, consisting of many solid and 

^ August 8, 1555. 
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divine precepts, of which the reader may have 
a specimen in the sentences that follow : 

"Be always an enemy to the devil and the 
world, but especially to your own flesh. 

" The heart hath its ears as well as the head; 
and in hearing of good things join them to- 
gether. 

" Hate the sins that are past, but especially 
those to come. 

" Be ready at all times to look to your bro- 
ther's eye, but take care to examine your own ; 
for he that wameth another of that in which he 
himself is faulty, giveth his neighbour the wine 
which is clear, and keepeth the dregs for him- 
self. 

" Above all other prisoners, take care to visit 
your own soul, for it is inclosed in a perilous 
prison."' 



ROBERT SAMUEL. 

Mr. Robert Samuel was minister of Barefold, 
in Suffolk, where he taught the flock which the 
Lord had committed to his charge with diligence 
and success. 

Though he was removed from his ministry by 
the violence of the times, he did not however 
withdraw his concern for his people, but con- 
tinued still to teach them in private, running 
many hazards of his life. 

Being afterwards apprehended, he was carried 
to Norwich prison, where he met with very un- 
merciful treatment from Bishop BLopton, and 
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Dr. Dunnings, his chancellor ; men who seemed 
to be rivals in cruelty. In prison he was chained 
bolt upright to a great post, in such sort, that 
standing only on tiptoe he was fain to keep up 
the poise or weight of his body only upon that 
stay ; and, as if that torment had seemed in- 
sufficient, these cruel men kept him in prison 
without meat or drink, whereby he was sorely 
afflicted with hunger and thirst ; allowing him 
only two or three morsels of bread every day, i 

with three spoonfuls of water, not so much to i 

preserve his life, as to increase his hunger and 
reserve him for torments. 

At length, when he was brought forth to the 
stake, (the pains of which he looked upon, in 
comparison of the torments which he had suf- 
fered, as the means of a welcome deliverance, 
and not with the terror and conflicts which 
accompany the approaches of death,) he was 
heard to declare this strange thing which hap- 
pened to him during his imprisonment, whereby 
it appeared that he was favoured of God in an 
extraordinary manner, in proportion as his suf- 
ferings for the sake of Christ exceeded the 
torments of other martyrs. 

He reported at the stake", "that being fa- 
mished, or pining with hunger for two or three 
days, he fell into a slumber ; at which time he 
beheld a person apparelled in white, who seemed 
to stand before him, and ministered comfort to 
him in these words : ' Samuel, Samuel, be of 
good cheer, and take a good heart, for after this 
day thou shalt neither hunger nor thirst.' "' 

• August 31, 1555. 
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This came accordingly to pass, for from that 
time till he suffered, which was some days after, 
he had no desire either of meat or drink, but 
seemed to be nourished by food ifrom heaven. 
And this he declared, that all men might be- 
hold the wonderful works of God, and his care 
of his saints, saying, that he could have revealed 
likewise other matters concerning the great 
comforts he received of Christ in his afflictions; 
but he chose, in the lowliness of his heart, to 
say no more of them, lest he might seem to 
boast. 

The people were so convinced of his being 
highly favoured of God, that they verily be- 
lieved, as they looked on the flames, that his 
body shined as bright and as white as new 
tried silver. And it likewise seemed as if God 
had spoken by his mouth, and sent him to pub- 
lish the downfall of Popery, which, he said, 
would be at last effected with horrible subver- 
sions and mutations of kingdoms and countries. 



ROBERT, JOHN, AND WILLIAM GLOVER. 

Mr. Robert Glover, of Coventry, was appre- 
hended upon a commission sent thither to take 
up his brother, Mr. John Glover, a gentleman 
of a considerable estate, who, upon private no- 
tice given him by the mayor of that city, had 
made his escape; but the officer or sumner 
going into an upper chamber, and finding Ro- 
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bert there, who lay on the bed sick of a linger- 
ing disease, constrained Robert to go with them 
as their prisoner, though it was represented to 
them by the sheriff, that Robert was not the 
man they were sent for. 

When he came to the prison, and had there 
reposed himself, he wept for joy, that he was 
called to be numbered with the saints who 
suffer for the Gospel, having never esteemed 
himself worthy of so glorious a trial. 

He was afterwards removed to LitchiSeld ; 
where the chancellor came to him, and exhorted 
him to conform to the bishop and the Church. 
To which he answered, that he refused not to 
be ruled by that Church which was ordered and 
governed by the Word of God. The chancellor 
asked him how he knew the Word of God but 
by the Church ; insinuating as if the authority 
of the Church was superior to the Word of God. 
To which Mr. Glover replied, that it cannot be 
said that the Church is superior to the Word of 
God, only because it showeth us which is the 
Word of God, any more than it follows, that 
since the Baptist had showed the world who 
was the Christ, therefore the Baptist was above 
Christ ; or because I tell a man this is the king, 
therefore I am above the king. 

After this he conferred not with any man for 
many days, but gave himself to continual prayer 
and meditation ; during which time he daily 
recovered his health, with peace and composure 
of mind, receiving many consolations and as- 
sistances from God. 

Thus he continued rejoicing in the Lord till 
sentence was passed ; but perceiving that his 
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end drew nigh, his joy on a sudden left him, 
and he began to be dejected and full of dis- 
comfort. 

Now there was a godly priest of his acquaint- 
ance, whose name was Austin Bemhar. To him 
he made known the state he was in, signifying 
to him that he had prayed day and night, yet 
could receive no sense of any spiritual assist- 
ance, and bewailing that God had absented 
Himself from him. Mr. Bemhar used his best 
endeavours to raise him from the oppression he 
lay under, willing him to wait the Lord's leisure; 
and telling him, that as his cause was just, he 
had no reason to doubt, but that the Lord, in 
his own good time, would be favourable to him, 
and satisfy his desires. These were the hopes 
which Mr. Bemhar gave him ; of which Mr. 
Bemhar so absolutely expected the accomplish- 
ment, that he earnestly desired Mr. Glover, 
when God should begin in his mercy to raise 
his heart, that he would give him some token 
of it, whereby he might become a witness of 
the gracious visitation. 

Now the assurance that was given him by 
Mr. Bemhar was not in vain ; for the next day, 
when the time of his martyrdom came, Christ, 
who beheld the infirmity of his servant, drew 
nigh to him, and suddenly replenished his heart 
with comfort and strength, as Mr. Bemhar, in 
his confidence in God, had promised him. 
Whereupon, clapping his hands, he cried out to 
Mr. Bemhar, "Austin, He is come. He is come I" 
and that with such alacrity and transport, that 
he seemed not as going out of the world through 
the pains of a cruel execution, but as unex- 
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pectedly restored to life and liberty; and in the 
height of his joy his soul departed as it were in 
triumph \ 

His elder brother, Mr. John Glover, for whom 
(as is already said) he had been apprehended, 
first proposed to have surrendered himself, being 
in hopes thereby to have obtained the release 
of Robert; but being dissuaded from it by 
the counsel of his friends, who assured him, 
that if he surrendered himself, he would suffer 
great damage himself, and yet the process 
against his brother would be still carried on, he 
fled into the woods ; where, having lain for some 
time, he contracted an ague, which distemper, 
augmented by the grief he conceived for the 
distressesof his beloved wife, (whom, as they had 
done in the case of his brother, they carried 
away to prison without bill or warrant,) soon 
brought this holy man to his end, who indeed 
had been long since dead to sin ; for he lived 
as an angel of God, meditating on sublime mat- 
ters, and edifying and instructing all that con- 
versed with him. 

His body having been privately buried in the 
churchyard, without priest or clerk. Dr. Draicot, 
the chancellor, sent for the priest, and repri- 
manded him for suffering him to have burial ; 
ordering him to read an instrument in the 
church, wherein he pronounced John Glover to 
be damned ; directing, likewise, that when the 
body had lain in the earth for a year, the bones 
should be dug up, and thrown over the waU, to 
be trampled upon by oxen and horses ; which 

' Sept. 20, 1556. 
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he would have had done at the very time, but 
that the priest remonstrated against it, appre- 
hending the unwholesomeness of the stench, the 
corpse having then been buried not above six 
weeks ; and he told him he would come at the 
end of the year and hallow the spot where the 
body had lain, as if the place had been polluted 
by it. The same malice was likewise intended 
against the body of the third brother of the 
family, Mr. William Glover, but his friends pre- 
vented it, by hiding the body in a broom field. 



WILLIAM WOLSEY AND ROBERT PIGOT. 

William Wolset and Robert Pigot, inhabitants 
of the town of Wisbich, in the Isle of Ely, the 
one a painter, the other a constable, were con- 
vened to answer upon a charge of heresy which 
was given in against them. 

Mr. Wolsey being examined by Dr. Young, 
was told by him that he meddled with Scripture 
more than became a layman ; and Dr. Fuller, 
the chancellor of the diocese, and Sir Clement 
Higham, judge of the assizes, having further 
conference with him, and finding it impossible 
to shake his faith, he was committed to Ely 
prison along with Mr. Pigot. 

In this place, a French chaplain of Dr. Good- 
rick, then Bishop of Ely, whose name was Peter 
Valentius, came to visit them. They expected 
that his design was to enter into a controversy 
with them, and then to charge and revile them 
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as heretics ; but the substance of what he spoke 
to them was this : — 

" My brethren, having been almoner here for 
twenty years and upwards, I come to talk with 
you according to mine office; wherefore I de- 
sire you to take it in good part. I promise you 
I am not come to seduce you from the faith, 
but I require and desire you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, that you stand to the truth of the 
Gospel ; beseeching the almighty God, for his 
Son Jesus Christ's sake, to continue to preserve 
you and me in the profession of it ; for I know 
not, my brethren, but that I myself may be 
soon called to the same trial which you at pre- 
sent undergo." When he had thus spoken, 
which was so contrary to what was expected, 
the company praised God and wept for joy. 

The day of their execution being come, Mr. 
Peacock, a Bachelor of Divinity, preached the 
sermon, taking his text out of 1 Cor. v., where 
mention is made of that incestuous Christian 
who had abused his father's wife, he likened the 
case of the martyrs to the unnatural sin of the 
Corinthian, and then having fixed the parity of 
the crimes, he insisted on the lawfulness of their 
excision from the Church, charging Wolsey not 
only with heresy, but apostasy, as if he were 
clear gone out of the faith, and quite denied 
many places of Scripture. To which Mr. Wolsey 
answered, by calling the eternal and everlasting 
God to witness that he maintained the truth of 
the Scriptures in every point ; alleging that the 
knowledge revealed in them was necessary to 
salvation, and worthy of all men to be believed 
to the end of the world; and said that he 
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forgave his enemies that thus falsely charged 
him. 

With that, there came one towards the fire, 
with a sheet full of books to be burnt, which 
were supposed to be New Testaments. " Oh," 
said Mr. Wolsey, " give me one of them ;" and 
Mr. Pigot desired another ; which, when they 
received, they clapped them close to their breasts, 
then repeating the 107th Psalm, and desiring 
the people to say Amen, they were surrounded 
by the flames, and sweetly fell asleep in Christ*. 

It is remarkable in the story of Mr. Wolsey, 
thatconceivinga jealousy of* Pigot at the place 
of execution, and fearing lest his gentle nature 
might be overcome by the enticements of the 
world, he pulled him away from some that dis- 
coursed with him almost by force ; and that he 
was so desirous of dying for the Gospel, that 
being grievously tormented by the toothache, 
he apprehended nothing more than that he 
should depart before the day of execution, and 
so fall short of the glory of suflering for Christ. 

It is likewise worthy of remembrance, that 
whilst Mr. Wolsey was prisoner at Ely, he sent 
a small sum of money to one Richard Denton, 
dwelling at Well, in Cambridgeshire, within the 
jurisdiction of Ely, with this commendation or 
message, that he was surprised at his tarrying 
so long behind him, since it was he that had 
first opened to him the knowledge of the Bible, 
and assured him that it was the book of truth ; 
therefore he desired him to make haste after 
him as fast as he could. When the money w;as 

» October 16, 1555. 

^ Anxiety about. See 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
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delivered to Richard Denton with the aforesaid 
commendation, he answered, "I confess it is 
true ; but, alas, I cannot bum V 

This is the answer of flesh and blood when 
trials and persecutions draw nigh, but let him 
that would save his life, when called to be a 
witness of Christ, beware, from the example of 
this man, lest he lose it ; since this man, who 
was so unwilling to be burnt for the cause of 
Christ, was afterwards (when Christ had given 
peace to his Church) burnt against his will ; his 
house having taken fire in the year of our Lord 
1 564, on Tuesday, being the 18th of April, and 
while he went in to save his goods, he lost his 
life in the flames. 



DR RIDLEY AND MR LATIMER 

On the very same day that the two foremen- 
tioned martyrs, William Wolsey and Robert 
Pigot, suffered at Ely, the two renowned cap- 
tains and pillars of the Church, Dr. Nicholas 
Ridley, Bishop of London, and Mr. Hugh Lati- 
mer, Bishop of Worcester, imderwent the fiery 
trial at Oxford. 

But before we proceed to the particular nar- 
rative of their martyrdom, we shall detain the 
reader for a moment, to give him a short view 
of their lives and characters. 

Bishop Ridley was descended of an honour- 
able parentage in the county of Northumber- 
land, and (which in all affairs is of great 
advantage) was a comely, well-proportioned, and 
graceful person, and eloquent and close in his 
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speech and writings, with an extraordinary me- 
mory. He studied in the University of Cam- 
bridge, where he soon attained to the chief 
honours, being appointed Master of Pembroke 
Hall, and made Doctor of Divinity. 

After this, he travelled into France, and at 
his return was made Chaplain to King Henry 
VIII., and then designed by him for the bishop- 
ric of Rochester, though he was not consecrated 
till September, 1547 ; which was under the reign 
of King Edward, by whom he was translated 
to the see of London, April 1st, 1550. 

When he was advanced to these eminent sta- 
tions, it soon appeared that he had a penetrating 
wit, was a wise counsellor, and of a gentle and 
merciful disposition ; which, among sundry in- 
stances, appears in the tenderness and indul- 
gence which he showed to Mrs. Bonner, mother 
of the fierce persecutor of that name, always 
calling her mother, never failing to send for her 
to dinner and supper (having provided a lodging 
for her at Fulham), and placing her at the head 
of his table ; which great humanity was after- 
wards but ill repaid by the cruel Bonner, who 
not only deprived Mr. Shipside (the beloved 
brother-in-law of Bishop Ridley) of his place, 
but likewise attempted to take away his life. 

He was so diligent in the discharge of his 
office, that every Sunday and holy day he 
preached in some place or other, except he were 
hindered by weighty affairs ; to whose divine 
discourses the people flocked like bees to the 
sweet flowers of the valley. Nor did he only 
preach, but showed forth and confirmed his doc- 
trine by a godly life ; of which, as well as of his 
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great success in preaching, he had laid the surest 
foundation in his youth ; having, when a student 
in Pembroke Hall, learnt without book almost 
all St. Pauls Epistles, and all the other canoni- 
cal Epistles also, the advantage of which he 
carried with him all the rest of his life ; not 
doubting (as he saith himself) but the sweet 
savour of it would follow him to heaven. 

Mr. Hugh Latimer was sent to the University 
of Cambridge at the age of fourteen years ; 
where, after passing through the usual exer- 
cises, he applied himself to the school divinity. 
He became at first so intoxicated with Popish 
superstition, that he had a fancy that he could 
not be damned if he were once a professed friar; 
and the excess of his zeal for that religion is 
likewise particularly expressed in the oration 
which he made, when he proceeded Bachelor of 
Divipity, against Philip Melancthon; though, 
in the course of time (such was the goodness 
and merciful purpose of God), he proved not 
only a true Christian man, but a burning and 
shining light in the cause of the Gospel, through 
whose diligence and learning and courage many 
were converted to the truth. 

This unexpected change was wrought in him 
by a pious and charitable stratagem of Mr. 
Bilney, who, observing his disposition, and con- 
ceiving a brotherly compassion towards him, 
considered within himself which might be the 
properest means to inform and enlighten his 
understanding. The method he used was this : 
he went to him, and desired him to take his 
confession, which Latimer readily complying 
with, he so effectually wrought upon his heart. 
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through the assistance of the Spirit of God, 
that from that time forward Mr. Latimer set 
himself to search for truth and the knowledge 
of the will of God in the Scriptures only, be- 
coming a zealous professor of the Gospel. One 
of the means through which Mr. Bilney engaged 
him to embrace the truth, Mr. Latimer sets 
forth in a conference he held with Dr. Ridley : 
" Sir,'' says he, to Bishop Ridley, " I begin now 
to smell what you mean, by dealing in this 
manner with me ; you use me as Bilney did 
once, when he converted me ; pretending as 
though he would be taught of me, he sought 
ways and means to teach me, and so do you." 

From henceforward he was engaged in per- 
petual conflicts in defence of the truth ; and 
when his adversaries pleaded against him, that 
by separating from the Church of Rome, he 
made a breach in the evangelical unity, he 
returned this answer : " The name of peace is 
beautiful, and the opinion of unity is fair ; yet 
there is no doubt but that the only peace of the 
Church is founded in Christ, and the only unity 
in truth : let our unity be in verity, and not in 
Popery.'' 

Notwithstanding that he was often accused in 
the reign of King Henry VIIL, he was as often 
preserved through the power and favour of his 
prince ; and in 1534 ", he was promoted to the 
bishopric of Worcester ; in which station, 
though he could not in all things acquit him- 
self according to his desire, yet he so moderated 
the superstitious practices then in use, that 

*<* On the depriTation of Jerome Ghinnccii. 

G 
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they could not possibly have been continued 
with less hurt or detriment to religion. 

It would be tedious, and by no means answer 
the intended brevity of this narrative, if his 
vigilance, and pains, and care were recounted 
in every particular; yet we cannot omit the 
story that follows, through which his courage 
in the correction of vice so notably appears. 

It was a custom in the reign of King Henry, 
that upon New Year's Day, every bishop at- 
tended upon the king with a gift. Some made 
a present of gold, some of silver, some of one 
thing, some of another ; but Bishop Latimer 
Ijrought with him a New Testament, inclosed 
in a napkin, having this text wrought upon it, 
as a posy or motto, " Fomicatores et adulteros 
judicabit Dominus \" 

As he zealously sought the salvation of men 
and the amendment of their lives, he met with 
many conflicts in pursuing his duty in that 
branch of it, as well as in his opposition to 
Popish idolatry. To which he was so much the 
more exposed, as there was not any degree or 
station of grandeur exempt from his reproofs ; 
which were not unsuitable or improper in the 
ambassador of Him who is no respecter of 
persons. 

This once occasioned an attempt to ruin his 
credit with the king, before whom he was ac- 
cused, as if he had uttered seditious words, or 
raised some evil report, in a sermon preached 
by him at court. At which he was not dis- 
mayed, but justified himself upon the matter 
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he was impeached of, saying, "That he had 
preached in discharge of his conscience, and 
according to the circumstances of his audience, 
and insisting on a right so to do ; speaking of 
liis station as a preacher of the court, as a thing 
he had not sought for, expressing his willing- 
ness to resign it, acknowledging that there were 
others more deserving of it, and offering to 
cany their books when the king should promote 
them to his service.'' 

When he had done speaking, the king, not 
appearing to mind what had been said by one 
side or the other, turned the discourse, and this 
put an end to the accusation ; though his friends 
expected a quite contrary event, and came to 
inquire about it with tears in their eyes. 

When the six bloody articles were published", 
which confirmed so many of the horrible doc- 
trines of Popery, his conscience not allowing 
him to conform to them, he resigned his bishop- 
ric of his own accord', and, throwing off his 
rochet, skipped for joy. 

His troubles, however, did not cease upon his 
abdicating his bishopric, but came thicker and 
thicker upon him, till he was at length sent to 
the Tower, where he continued a prisoner for 
the remainder of the reign of King Henry. 

The king being dead, (which happened on 
the 28th of January, 1 547 ;) and the Gospel 
reviving on the accession of King Edward, Mr. 
Latimer was forthwith released from his long 
confinement*. At which time the House of 
Commons addressed the Protector to restore 

2 lu the year 1539. ' June, 1539. 

* January 7, 1549. 

G 2 
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him to his biflhopric ; but he refused that &- 
vour, and chose a private life, where he might 
have the most time to preach the Word of God ; 
which exercise he constantly performed, to the 
great increase and edification of the faithful, 
rising generally, winter and summer, about two 
of the clock in the morning, to prepare his dis- 
courses, though he was then above seventy years 
of age. 

Boon after the death of the blessed King 
Edward ', a pursuivant was sent to call him to 
court, to give an account of his doctrine, which 
summons he readily obeyed ; and being forth- 
with imprisoned*, he sustained many insults 
with wonderful patience and cheerfulness ; which 
ho particularly showed when the lieutenant of 
tho Tower refused to allow him firing, though 
in a frosty winter, and he was almost starved 
witli cold, sending the lieutenant this doubtful 
moHHago by way of pleasantry : " That if he 
did not take better care of him, perhaps he 
might deceive him." In which kind of sayings 
ho abounded, and it did not proceed from a 
levity of mind, but from a quiet and settled 
reason. 

In tho following year, 1554, on the 8th of 
March, Archbishop Cranmer, Mr. Latimer, and 
Bishop Ridley, were sent to Oxford, to dispute 
upon certain articles touching their faith. The 
disputation being ended, which they maintained 
with great strength and clearness of argument, 
they were remanded to prison, where they con- 
tinued from April, 1555, to the month of Octo- 

B The king died July 16, 1653. 
« September 13, 1553. 
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ber the same year, exercising themselves in 
godly and brotherly conferences. 

On the last of September, 1555, Bishop Rid- 
ley and Bishop Latimer were summoned to 
appear before a new commission which was sent 
down, empowering three bishops, viz.. White, 
Bishop of Lincoln, Brooks, Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, and Halyman, Bishop of Bristol, to proceed 
against them in form of judgment, to pronounce 
them heretics, and cut them off from the Church, 
yielding them up to the punishment of heresy 
and schism. 

The martyrs were severally examined. Bishop 
Latimer, being now above fourscore years of 
age, refused to answer their arguments. He 
said his memory was gone, but that he knew 
his faith depended on the Word of God. 

Dr. Ridley was told by the Bishop of Lincoln, 
among other things, that he had spoken as 
effectually, and in as Catholic a style, of the 
blessed Sacrament, in a sermon by him preached 
at St. Paul's Cross, as any person whatsoever ; 
so that it appeared, that the doctrine of the 
Slicrament was no strange thing to him ; and 
therefore he was exhorted to return to his 
former belief 

To this Dr. Ridley made answer, by denying 
the fact in the first place, a^d then assigning 
the grounds upon which the report was raised. 

He said, "that there were certain railing 
bills posted up at St. Paul's, and in many other 
places, terming the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper by sundry not only unseemly, but wicked 
names, not fit to be repeated. That conceiving 
an indignation at these blasphemies, he preached 
on the mysterious nature of the Sacrament, in 
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the most respectful and devout terms ; declaring 
the estimation and reverence which ought to be 
paid it, with the danger of setting it at nought, 
and contemning an institution of Christ ; and 
affirming that the body and blood of Christ 
were verily and truly, by grace and spirit, con- 
tained in it. But these words," he said, " the 
unlearned, not understanding, it was supposed 
that he had spoken them to confirm the gross 
and carnal notion which is maintained by the 
Church of Rome ; that Christ's body, with all 
the properties of it, should actually and really 
subsist under the elements of bread and wine." 

This, and no other, he maintained to be the 
ground of the report which had prevailed, that 
he had preached in defence of transubstantiation 
at St. Paul's Cross. 

It was then urged against him, that the 
Church of Christ is Catholic, or universally 
spread throughout the whole world; so not 
comprehended in the circuit of England, and 
some few other countries ; that yet he pretended 
to be of the Catliolic Church. To this he re- 
plied, " that wherever Christ's Sacraments are 
duly ministered, and the Gospel truly preached 
and followed, there, no doubt, was the Church 
of Christ ; that he limited or confined it only 
to those marks of it, and not to this or that 
place, as they did to Rome ; and that he therein 
followed the wise counsel of Vincentius Lyrin- 
ensis, an author universally esteemed, who, 
giving precepts how the Catholic Church mi^ht 
be known in the midst of schisms and heresies, 
describes it in this manner : ' When,' says he, 
* one part is corrupted with heresies, then prefer 
the Church universal before that one part ; but 
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if the greatest part be infected, then prefer 
antiquity/ " 

The night before he suffered he had his beard 
and legs washed ; and being at supper, he in- 
vited his hostess and the rest of the company 
to his wedding (meaning his martyrdom), and 
talked with his usual cheerfulness and spirit ; 
and when his brother offered to watch with 
him, he would by no means consent to it, say- 
ing, " No, no ; for I intend, God willing, to go 
to bed, and sleep as quietly this night as ever I 
did in my life/' 

The day following, which was the 16th of 
October, 1555, he and Mr. Latimer, who was 
also condemned to suffer with him, were led 
forth to the ditch over against Baliol College, 
the place appointed for their execution. Dr. 
Ridley, as he passed by Bocardo, looked up to- 
wards Dr. Cranmer's lodgings, but he could not 
see him, the archbishop being at that time busy 
in a dispute with Friar Soto, the emperor's con- 
fessor, and others. Yet the moment they were 
past. Dr. Cranmer came to the window, and be- 
held the procession with a tender and sorrowful 
heart. Then Dr. Ridley looked behind him, 
and seeing Mr. Latimer follow, he said, " Oh, 
are you there ? " " Yes,'' said Mr. Latimer, " as 
fast as I can follow." Dr. Ridley, coming jBrst 
to the place, lifted up his hands, and with an 
extraordinary earnestness looked towards hea- 
ven ; then seeing Mr. Latimer, he ran to him 
with a joyful countenance, and kissed him, say- 
ing, " Be of good heart, brother, for God will 
either assuage the fury of the flames, or 
strengthen us to bear it." 
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The sermon was preached by one Dr. Smith, 
who had recanted the errors of Popery in the 
reign of King Edward. When the sermon was 
ended, Dr. Ridley asked Mr. Latimer if he 
would answer it ; but Mr. Latimer desiring him 
to do it first, he kneeled to the commissioners, 
asking their leave to speak two or three words, 
which being denied, he rose up, and said with 
a loud voice, " Well then, we commit our cause 
unto Almighty God, who will indifferently judge 
us all." 

Then they brought a lighted fagot, and laid 
it at Dr. Ridley's feet. Upon which Mr. Lati- 
mer said to him, " Be of good comfort, and play 
the man ; we shall this day, through God s 
grace, light such a candle in England as, I trust, 
will never be put out.'' 

When the fire flamed towards Dr. Ridley, he 
cried, with a loud voice, ** Into thy hands, 
Lord, I commend my spirit ; Lord, receive my 
spirit. Lord, receive my spirit ;" often repeating 
these words. 

Mr. Latimer, on the other side, prayed with 
equal vehemence, " 0, Father of Heaven, receive 
my soul ;" then bathing his hands in the flame, 
and, as it were, embracing it, he soon gave up 
the ghost. 

And it was not long before the other also fell 
down at his feet (though he first suffered ex- 
treme torment) ; so that their sacred ashes 
mixed, and still seemed to preserve their former 
union. " They were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their deaths they were not divided'/' 

7 2 Sam. L 23. 
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Mr. John Philpott, a son of Sir Peter Philpott, 
of Hampshire, had studied for six or seven years 
in New College, in Oxford, applying himself to 
the civil law, as also to the knowledge of lan- 
guages, and particularly of the Hebrew. 

Having finished his studies in the university, 
he went to travel in Italy and other countries, 
from whence, returning into England, he was 
made Archdeacon of Winchester, under Dr. 
Poinett, who had then (it being in King Ed- 
ward's reign) succeeded Bishop Gardiner. 

The Queen being resolved to extirpate the 
Protestant religion, assembled a convocation of 
prelates and learned men, to dispute upon the 
controverted articles of religion, which then had 
divided the people ; where, as it was pretended, 
each side might have liberty to utter and de- 
fend their opinions, in order to the settling of 
the truth, and composing of differences ; pro- 
posing, when this pageantry was ended, to pro- 
ceed with a better colour in her bloody purposes. 

Mr. Philpott, in pursuance of his station and 
rank in the Church, was present at this convo- 
cation, where he disputed with a zeal and cou- 
rage suitable to the cause he was engaged in, 
exposing the idolatry of Rome, and defending 
the truth and simplicity of the Christian doc- 
trine, in opposition to the encroachments and 
innovations of Popery. 

This brought him under great troubles, not- 
withstanding the liberty of speech which is 
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claimed as the privilege of convocation ; and he 
was soon called to answer for it before his or- 
dinary, Bishop Gardiner, then Lord High Chan- 
cellor, who cast him into prison, where he lay 
for about a year and a half. 

He was then sent to be tried by Bishop 
Bonner, and other commissioners within the 
diocese of London, with whom he had sundry 
public and private conflicts in twelve or thirteen 
sessions. 

He persisted to object against the jurisdiction 
of the court in all his examinations, alleging, 
that being of the diocese of Winchester, he 
ought not to answer to any other ordinary ; 
that if he had committed any crime, he had 
already been punished for it, by having been 
imprisoned by his ordinary ; and that the laws 
did not admit that a man should be twice called 
to account for the same offence; he likewise 
pleaded, that he had not disputed upon ques- 
tions which were raised by himself, but upon 
such topics only as the prolocutor had proposed 
for the discussion of the assembly, with licence 
to the members to speak their minds, and 
maintain their sentiments according to their 
consciences, and the best of their learning and 
knowledge. But he said that he did not allege 
the incompetency of the judicature, because he 
was unwilling to answer or give an account of 
his faith, but because he saw no just reason why 
he should expose himself to danger, when in 
any case the law did not require it at his 
hands ; that he would say to the Bishop as St. 
Ambrose had once pleaded before Valentinian, 
the emperor, " ToUe legem, et fiat certamen f 
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Lay aside the law, or suspend your usurped 
power, then require my reasons. 

Therefore, though he excepted against the 
jurisdiction of the court, he did not decline to 
dispute with them upon any point they proposed 
to him. So that, when Dr. Cole told him that 
St. Peter had been Bishop of Rome for twenty- 
five years, " 1 know not," says he, " what you 
may have read upon this matter ; but if we com- 
pare your assertion with the Epistle which St. 
Paul writ to the Galatians, it will manifestlv 
appear that it cannot be true that St. Peter 
could have lived at Rome near that time ; for 
he died about thirty-five years , after he was 
called to be an Apostle, and St. Paul maketh 
mention of his abiding at Jerusalem after our 
Saviour's passion more than eighteen years." 

Dr. Story, one of the commissioners, looking 
at him, told him that he was well fed. He said, 
that it was no wonder, since he had been stalled 
up in a prison for a year and a half. Which 
answer he made to upbraid them for their 
cruelty, who had so long confined him in prison 
without a just cause ; wherein he had contracted 
the dropsy, which had all over swollen his body. 

As he disputed with great fervour, to show 
that the Papists had not so much reason to call 
their Church universal, from the extent of it, 
he was reproved by the Bishop of Worcester, as 
if he behaved himself with boldness and arro- 
gance. To which he said, " I pray your lord- 
ship to bear my hasty speech ; I am naturally, 
though corruptly, inclined to it ; yet, for all 
that, my meaning is to speak to your lordship 
with submission and respect." 
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When he had so perplexed them,, that they 
knew not what to say to him, Dr. Story asked 
him scornfully if he did not propose to sit in 
judgment with Christ in the last day for being a 
martyr. To which the martyr made an answer, 
by which it appeared that he did not disavow 
the privilege of his high calling, yet he spake 
upon it with humility. 

When they came to discourse on the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, Mr. Philpott fore- 
seeing that their idolatrous notions concerning 
that institution might draw some warm worc^ 
from him, which might seem to derogate from 
that holy ordinance, began his discourse on this 
manner: "I protest to your honours, that I 
think as reverently of the Sacrament as a 
Christian man ought to do ; and that I acknow- 
ledge the Sacrament of the body and blood of 
Christ, ministered after Christ's institution, to 
be one of the greatest treasures and comforts 
He has left us." 

When he was put into the stocks, he praised 
Grod that he was thought worthy to endure any 
thing for the name of Christ. " Better it is," 
said he, " to sit in the stocks, than to suffer the 
gorings of a troubled mind ;" and he always, 
throughout the whole course of his life, looked 
upon it as his most important care to "keep his 
conscience void of offence towards God and to- 
wards man' ;" though his cruel judge, finding 
himself worsted in the argument, slanderously 
charged him with the murder of his father, and 
his having been accursed by his mother on her 
deathbed. 

8 Acts xxiv. 16. 
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On the 17th of December, 1655, being at 
supper, there came a messenger to him from 
the sheriffs, and bade him make ready, for the 
next day he should suffer by fire. He said that 
he was ready, and prayed to God for strength 
and a joyful resurrection ; then went into his 
chamber, and poured out his spirit unto the 
Lord Grod, giving him most hearty thanks, that 
in his mercy he had made him worthy to suffer 
for his truth. 

The next morning he came down with joy to 
the sheriffs; and when two oflScers took him 
up to carry him to the stake, he' said merrily, 
" What would you make a Pope of me ? I am 
willing to go my journey on foot/' 

At his first entrance into Smithfield, he 
kneeled down, and said that there he would 
pay his vows ; and afterwards, " Shall I disdain 
to suffer at this stake for my Redeemer, seeing 
my Redeemer did not refuse to suffer the vile 
death of the Cross for me V Then he repeated 
the 107th, 108th, and 109th Psalms, and having 
given money to the officers, according to their 
demands, he resigned his breath like a lamb, 
praising God, and submitting to his pleasure ; 
and now willingly reaching out his hand to take 
the bitter cup ; though, while the laws admitted 
it, no man defended himself with greater cir- 
cumspection and earnestness. 



THOMAS CRANMER 

Thomas Cranmeb, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was born in Nottinghamshire, and descended of 
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an ancient and honourable family (of which 
name and family there was a seat in Lincoln- 
shire, called Cranmer's Hall) ; and being trained 
up to learning and good manners, he was sent 
to the University of Cambridge, where, in course 
of time, he married a gentleman's daughter ; 
upon which occasion many false and malicious 
stories were raised against him. 

He afterwards, in the year 1529, removed 
from Cambridge, to stay for some time at 
Waltham, in Essex. Here he met with Dr. 
Stephen Gardiner, and Dr. Fox, the first secre- 
tary, and the other almoner to the king, who 
being his old acquaintance, they were desirous 
to ^ear his opinion concerning the king's di- 
vorce, which the Court of Rome had so long 
delayed. Dr. Cranmer told them that he be- 
lieved the most effectual means to quiet the 
king's mind upon this question. Whether a man 
might marry his brother's wife? was to have 
the matter tried by the Word of God, and to 
refer the discussion of it to learned divines, and 
not to stay for the sentence of Rome, where 
justice was set up to sale, and exposed to the 
best bidder. 

The king having been informed of this dis- 
course which passed between Dr. Cranmer and 
the ministers, ordered him to be sent for ; and 
after discoursing the matter with him, directed 
him to give him his judgment upon it in writing; 
which was accordingly done, and ;the work was 
published about the beginning of the year 1531 ; 
but he was sent ambassador to Rome tlie year 
before, as it would seem, along with the Earl of 
Wiltshire, to defend the judgment which he had 
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given in writing ; where he acquitted himself 
as became a faithful and learned man ; and the 
Pope, to please the king, gave him the title of 
his Penitentiary in England. 

He afterwards received a commission to de- 
part from Rome, and proceed to the emperor's 
court, there to dispute upon this question with 
the learned men of Germany, where he so fully 
satisfied Cornelius Agrippa of the unlawfulness 
of the marriage, that others were discouraged 
from engaging in the debate; but Cornelius 
Agrippa giving out that the matter was clear 
and indisputable, fell under the emperor's dis- 
pleasure, and died in prison. 

Dr. Warham, Archbishop of Canterbury, dying 
about that time®, the ting nominated Dr. 
Cranmer to that dignity, which he neither sued 
for, nor willingly accepted, but stayed seven 
weeks in Germany, in hopes that the king might 
forget him. 

The archbishopric being thus bestowed upon 
him contrary to his inclination, he was conse- 
crated March 30th or 13th, 1533, from which 
time he enjoyed it all that reign, with the fa- 
vour of his sovereign ; though he always told 
him the truth, and often opposed his designs, 
and particularly disputed in the House of Lords 
against the six articles, in the year 1539, above 
three days together ; which the king was so far 
from resenting, that he sent my Lord Cromwell, 
his vicegerent, with the two Dukes of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, and all the Lords of Parliament, 
to Lambeth to dine with him, and to assure him 
of his favour. 

9 August 23, 1532. 
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He was no less inflexible in another aflair 
under the reign of King Edward *', when he 
would not consent to the dissolving of the 
chanteries, till the king should be of age ; pro- 
posing that the revenues of the religious houses 
should be applied to the relief of the poor 
clergy, who were now brought under extreme 
misery by the sale of the impropriated tithes, 
and protesting against the waste and depreda- 
tion which were committed in the king's mino- 
rity ; which made the Duke of Northumberland 
his enemy, and involved him in many troubles ; 
which he was so much the more accustomed to 
bear, as that during the reign of King Henry, 
his friends and nearest dependents would often 
forsake him in open field. 

King Henry being dead ", the archbishop soon 
obtained the favour of the successor, whose edu- 
cation he had hitherto chiefly directed ; to 
whom he was godfather, as he was also to 
Queen Elizabeth. 

He then published five books in maintenance 
of the Evangelical Doctrine of the Lord's Sup- 
per ; against which Stephen Gardiner wrote a 
treatise, entitled, " An Explication and Asser- 
tation of the Catholic Faith, touching the 
blessed Sacrament of the Altar." To which the 
archbishop copiously and learnedly replied. 

But Bishop Gardiner some time after pub- 
lished another book in Latin upon the subject, 
which he called Marcus Constantius ; which was 
fully answered and confuted by Peter Martyr ; 
and the archbishop likewise answered it in part, 
though then in prison. 

" In the year 1647. " In the year 1547. 
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Besides these treatises, with several others 
which he wrote, he had the chief part in draw- 
ing up the Forty-two Articles in the year 1551 ; 
he was also said to be author of the Catechism, 
with part of the Book of Homilies, and he had 
the chief inspection of the " Reformatio Legum/' 

On the accession of Queen Mary*, he was 
advised to secure himself by flight, to avoid the 
impending storm ; but this counsel he abso- 
lutely rejected. He moreover drew up a bill or 
paper, to clear himself from a report that he had 
promised the Queen to say a Dirige mass for her 
brother, and that he had restored the service of 
the mass at Canterbury; proposing to defend 
by writing or disputation the Book of Common 
Prayer, with the whole doctrine and order of 
religion set forth by the late king. 

Being summoned to appear at the Star Cham- 
ber ', and asked if he acknowledged himself to 
be the author of that bill, he confessed he was 
the author of it ; and that it might be known 
that his confession was voluntary, he declared 
his concern that the bill was published in the 
manner it then appeared, since he had resolved 
to have enlarged it in many points, and to have 
ordered it to be affixed at St. Paul's and other 
churches, with his hand and seal to it. 

Having been sent to Oxford', as has been 
already mentioned in the story of the two 
blessed martyrs, Ridley and Latimer, there to 
dispute upon certain articles of religion, he was 
condemned as an obstinate heretic * by Weston, 

1 July 19, 1553. > September 8, 1553. 

3 March 8, 1554. *■ April 28, 1554. 

H 
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the Prolocutor, who wbs sent by the Convoca- 
tion, with others, to dispute with him. 

Whereupon the Queen pardoned the pretended 
treason for which he was condemned before, 
having been attainted in 1563 for consenting 
to the Queen's exclusion, (which would have 
probably been punished with beheading), that 
since he could suffer death but once, he might 
be burnt as a hwetic ; which resolution she is 
supposed to have taken, because she was unwil- 
ling it should be said that he was put to death 
for treason (particularly for pretended treason) 
against herself; when it was so well known that 
he had saved her in the reign of her father ', 
who had resolved to strike a terror into all his 
subjects by openly putting her to death, and no 
other person about the king durst speak a word 
for her. 

In pursuance of this design of burning him 
as a heretic, a commission was sent to Oxford 
to examine him again, which sat upon him at 
St. Mar/s, the 12th of September, 1555. 

The Commissioners were Dr. Martin and Dr. 
Story, who received their authority from the 
Queen, with Brooks, Bishop of Grioucester, who 
was appointed as the Pope's Subdelegate ; to 
whom, when he was brought to the church, he 
absolutely refused to pay any reverence *, but 
made at the same time a low obeisance to the 
Queen's Commissioners. 

He was charged with heresy and incontinence, 
and the article of treason was not forgot, though 
the Queen had pardoned it. He was accused of 
heresy, because he had preached according to 

* In the year 1636. ^ September 12, 1555. 
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the Gospel ; of incontinence, because he had 
been twice married ' ; of treason, because he 
had subscribed King Edward's will, or letters 
patent, which settled the succession of the crown 
on the Lady Jane, though he was the last man 
that had subscribed it ; insisting a considerable 
time that he could not do it in conscience ; and 
the will was already ratified by all the Council, 
as also by the judges of the realm. 

When he confessed that he had been twice 
married, Dr. Martin said that his children then 
should be bondsmen to the see of Canterbury. 
But the archbishop smiled at that, and asked 
him, if a priest should have bastards by a con- 
cubine, whether these children would be bonds- 
men to his benefice ? " Then," said he, " I hope 
you will make my children's case no worse/' 

Having answered with simplicity and wis- 
dom several questions that were asked him, he 
was summoned to appear at Rome in fourscore 
days ; which he said he would do, if the King 
and Queen would send him. 

But that citation was soon nullified by a 
letter executory from the Pope to degrade and 
deprive him, declaring that he had wilfully re- 
fused to obey the summons ; though the letter 
came before the fourscore days were expired, 
and though it was notorious that he was aU the 
time kept in close prison, and so could not 
appear any where. 

This letter gave him notice to prepare for 
death, the fear of which, notwithstanding his 
innocence and steadiness in the former actions 

' His second wife was niece of the famous Andrew Osian- 
der's wife. 
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of his life, betrayed him at this time into a very 
great weakness. 

Ridley and Latimer were dead, who had often 
strengthened him in the faith, as he had also 
assisted and comforted each of them ; he was 
now left alone to struggle with powerful temp- 
tations, destitute of real, and surrounded with 
pretended friends, who, like so many messengers 
of Satan, laid snares in his way, and with dili- 
gent malice watched his haltings ; and this was 
the issue of it, that at length he was treacher- 
ously inveigled to sign a paper in confirmation 
of all the main errors of popery •; in which he 
also solemnly exhorted all such as had been 
deceived by his example or doctrine, to return 
to the unitv of the Church ; and concluded with 
a protestation, that he had subscribed the in- 
strument willingly, and only for the discharge 
of his conscience. 

It is hard to say whether the faithful were 
more afflicted at so astonishing an event, or he 
entangled with the shame of what he had done. 
He could not have shown a greater instance of 
confusion, or given a stronger proof that he had 
saved a life which could not admit of happiness 
or comfort, than the excuse which he sent to 
one of his lawyers for his signing the paper ; 
saying, that he had done it that he might live 
to finish his answer to the Bishop of Winches- 
ter's book, entitled, " Marcus Constantius,'' 
which was writ, as is before mentioned, in de- 
fence of transubstantiation. 

But let us now see what profit he had in 

* Bishop Burnet thinks that he did not sign it till the writ 
was issued for his execution. 
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those things. There were many encoTiragements 
offered him to recant, as favour, and restitution 
to his former dignities, and honourable stipends 
if he chose to live in retreat. Life was but the 
least of the allurements with which his enemies 
tempted him ; and he might have been sure of 
it, had there been any faith or honour in the 
promises of papists ; but this was the &uit 
of his recantation, that the paper was scarce 
signed, but a writ was issued for his execution*; 
and there was not as much as any plea offered 
for the violation of their promises, only they 
said, that though others might be pardoned on 
a recantation, there was no reason it should 
serve his turn, who had been the great promoter 
of heresy, and had corrupted the whole nation ; 
that his reconciling himself to the Church was 
good for his soul, and might do good to others, 
but he should receive no other benefit from it. 

The Lord Chancellor Heath took care not 
onljr to enrol the writ, but also the warrant, by 
which he was ordered to issue it ; which being 
a thing unusual, it seemed as if by this act he 
would be thought to wash his hands from the 
blood of this innocent man. 

The order for his execution being concealed 
from him, as it would seem, he was carried to 
St. Mary's Church, and placed on a high seat, 
that he might be seen by all the people. Dr. 
Cole, Provost of Eaton, preached a sermon, 
which gave him notice that he was forthwith to 
be executed, treating in his sermon on the jus- 
tice and mercy of God, which are not inconsis- 

• February 24. 
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tent attributes ; and then applying his distinc- 
tions to the condition of princes, who are gods 
upon earth, whom it behoves to be just as well 
as merciful. 

He magnified the archbishop's conversion, 
saying that it proceeded from the hand of Grod, 
having not been wrought in him by arguments, 
but through the immediate working of the 
Spirit. He gave him great hopes of heaven, 
and assured him there should be masses said for 
his soul in all the churches of Oxford. 

When the sermon was ended, the preacher 
called out to him to make a true and open pro- 
fession of his faith, that there might be no 
room of suspicion left of his not being a Ca- 
tholic. The archbishop said he would give an 
account of his faith with all his heart ; and 
then standing up, proceeded to open it to them. 
He desired the people to pray to Grod to forgive 
him his sins, calling himself the greatest of 
sinners ; and saying, in the humility of his 
heart, that he had more sins to answer for than 
any man ; of which there was one that troubled 
him above the rest, which he would forthwith 
take notice of. He then pulled a paper out of 
his bosom, which he had drawn up as his secret 
but true confession of faith, which he read to 
the people. 

The paper began with a prayer, full of ex- 
pressions of remorse and sorrow ; he then pro- 
ceeded out of it to exhort the people not to set 
their hearts on things of the world, to obey the 
King and Queen for conscience sake, to love one 
another, and to relieve the poor ; then repeated 
the Apostles' Creed, and his belief of the Scrip- 
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tures. " And now/' said he, " I come to the 
point which troubles my conscience more than 
any thing that ever I said or did in my whole 
life, which was my subscribing a paper contrary 
to the truth^ and against my conscience, which 
paper I here renounce and refuse. And, foras- 
much as my hand offended in signing it, my 
hand shall be first punished ; if I am to die by 
fire, this hand shall be first burnt. I renounce 
the Pope^ as Christ's enemy and Antichrist, 
with all his false doctrines ; and as for the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, I believe as I 
have taught in my book against the Bishop of 
Winchester." 

This put the assembly into a rage and con- 
fusion ; some cried out one thing, some another. 
Some called out to him to dissemble no longer. 
He answered, he had ever loved simplicity, and 
except that once, he had never dissembled in 
his life ; in saying which, he wept in great abun- 
dance. Then they pulled him down, and led 
him to the stake, upbraiding him all the way; 
but he minded other things. 

When he came to the stake, he kneeled down 
and prayed, then renewed the profession of his 
faith ; when the flames came near him, he 
stretched forth his right hand, as he had pro- 
mised, and never moved it from the fire, save 
once that he wiped his face with it, till it was 
quite burnt to ashes ; of which Thuanus, though 
not a Protestant, gives a particular relation. 
When the fire reached his body, he seemed not 
to feel any pain ; but he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, often saying, "That unworthy hand!" 
and often crying out, " Lord Jesus, receive my 
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spirit/' till he gave up the ghost \ Verifying 
by his death what King Henry VIII. had once 
foreboded, when he promoted him to the arch- 
bishopric : he made him change the coat of his 
family, and instead of the crane, which before 
was given by the Cranmers, to take the pelican, 
which is reported to feed her young ones with 
her blood ; intimating, as if he foresaw that 
this holy man would some time die a martyr for 
the GospeL 

1 March 21, 1556. Aged 67. 



THE END. 
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